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HISTORY OF LA SALLE COUNTY 265

in his home town and was elected city attorney. In 1908 he
was chosen as supervisor of the township, and was reelected -
in 1910 and 1912; in the Iatter vear he was the winner in the
contest for the office of state’s attorney.

The Ottawa bar, from the earliest period of ils exist-
ence, ranked high throughout the state, maintaining, as it
does today, the stainless reputation and traditions now a
century old, of the Lelands, Dickeys, Bushnells, Catons and
others whose honored memories remain to stimulate and
energize their successors and strengthen our confidence in
Justice and right dealing.

»

TraE ReEvpick LibRaARY

In 1812 William Reddick was born in the historie town
of Ballynahinch, County Down, Treland, and he acquired
his education in the efficient undenominational schools
whose manuals and textbooks were so thorough and simple
as almost to dispense with a teacher. In 1816 the family
came to America, and in 1821 his father, James Reddick,
died. _ )

In 1830 William married Eliza Jane Collins of Browns-
ville, Pennsylvania, where he was employed in the manu-
facture of window-glass. In 1835, having saved $1,000, the
Reddicks—husband and wife-—came West and settled in
Bruce Township, section 11. In 1838 Mr. Reddick was
clected sheriff, and moved to Ottawa, continning as sheriff
until 1846,

He was State Senator from 1847 to 1851, and in 1870
was again elected for two years. At the time of his death
he was one of the trustees of the Kankakee Insane Asylum.
He was a member of the Board of Supervisors for years,
and in 1870 introdunced and had passed what is known as
the Reddick Temperance Law. In 1838 the public mind
was disturbed by the question of selecting the “‘best man’?
for sheriff, the trouble with employes working on the canal
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being then at its climax. Wash Armstrong gave his opinion
that ‘“William Reddick would fill the bill,>’ he being big,
powerful, and fearless. Accordingly, Mr. Armstrong went

“out to the Reddick farm to see Mr. Reddick. He was found

working in a field, barefooted; his wife was also working in
the field. When the suggestion was made that Mr. Reddick
should become a candidate he ridiculed the idea, but
Mr. Armstrong insisted, and Mr. Reddick finally consented,
He made no fight for the office, but was elected by a large
majority, and he made one of the best officials the county
ever had. WWhen his health began to fail he stated to a
friend: ““Well, this will be a good time to die-—under a
democratic administration,”” and he expired six days after
the inauguration of Grover Cleveland, leaving in the library
he founded and that bears his name, a memorial more
durable than brass. The library contains 17,500 volumes,
with an average circulation of 77,000; the cost of building
amounted to $17,500; the librarian, Miss Vera J. Snook,

Orrawa NEWSPAPERS

The Republican-Times and the Free Trade Journal and
Independent are old and influential daily newspapers; the
Central Illinois Wochenblatt and the La Salle County
Herald are German weeklies, their publishing days being
Friday.

The business associations are the Ottawa Chamber of
Commerce, the president being L. C. Brand; secretary, L. .
Carrol; and the Business Men’s Association, president,
J. L. Bane; secretary, G. M. O’Xane.

Comarssiox GOVERNMENT
On January 17, 1911, Ottawa adopted the commission

form of civic government, a system or method in certain
of its aspects reminiscent of the Venetian Council of Ten,
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PART TWO.

Reddick’s Library and Rybum Memorial Hospital.

There are two institutions of which Ottawa is justly proud—Reldick’s Library and

the Byburn Memorial Hospital:

They arve two n onuments of the generosity of former
citizens, and fill their miszion in a most happy and efeient manner,

‘It is open daily from O A, M. to 9 P. A1,
Sundays and lewal holidays excepted.

The officers of the library are W. B.
Titus, President: Hewry Mayo, Vieces
President: Yohn F. Nash, Treasurer; i,
C. Wiley, Secretary: €. J. Kelly, Finan-
eial Seeretary; Nellie Do Nash. Librari-

. - an: Mrs., K. L. Petitclere, Assistant Li-
: .+ brarian.
: i The directors ave Wm, Osman. Sr., W,
i F. Mozier, Herbert C. Wiley, Chas. E.
0T . } Hook, Mrs. Fanny Osman-Starrett, F, J.
. A : T Kelly, Walter B. Titus, Henvy Mayo and
; T 1 Benjamin tess.
3 . - In the reading room are excellent por-
. \ < traits of both Mpe, and Mrz, Heddick, and
. - : in every way the memory of the donor is
H 4 kept alive by these in charge of the
i ! library and buildine,
: “From A2,000 to 36,000 books are given
b out annually.
; 4 RYBURK MEMORIAL HOSPITAL,
The memory of Dr. Nyburn, the rood
d physivian, is preseeved in g most appro-
¢ ) priate inanner by the daily ministratious
. . of kindness and charity and brotherly
) e © o dove at the Ryvburn Memoriul Hospital.
- i It is lovated on Clinton street, between
" : Madizon and Jetferson. and i< built of
B Ottawa pressed brick with stone trime
‘ mings, qud i+ a two-story and basement
- building.  The front faces on Clinton
. street, iz plain, and on both sides of the
: : front deor are columns of ztone. The
¢ 4 door opens luto a sinall it handsome
£ vestibule,  In the southwest corner is a
T e 3 doctor’s room which {5 In
- - . diou«, with oll wodorn co
the storing of medicines aud sury
- - H strnnents, . )
] A number of room= have been endawed.
s« The Gedney.room is a wemorinl of 11, B,
Gedney, Jr., fitted up by his widow, who
REDDICK s LIBILATIY. has sinee passed awayr, and who herself
enjoyced the beuefits of the hospital for
REDDICK'S LIBRARY. some months, .
teddick’s Library cecupics two-thirds Rooms have also been fitted up by Mrs,
of the bloek oppozite the Appellate Court
House. It isthe vift of the How, William
Yeddick. .

The building was formerly the resi-
dence of Mr. Reddick, and it cost orivin-
atly 240000, and was. at the time of i1s
ercetion, oune of the Hunest privare resi-
dences in the stute of Hlinois, With the P
residence Mre. Reddick gave an endow- e T

N N o . el
ment fund of #100,000,  The will was con- - e
tested but the Library Association, hyv- .
ing becn orvanized under the laws of the e
state of Hlinoizs. won the suit. The R P
library was open to the public Seplember e £ 7 1 " A -
19, 1888, The lihrvary proper occupies : ! Toi S
the four large rooms on the first ffoor of . e tr { ! 4 .
tie buildine, the readine room, in which N
arc kept iljustrated and daily papers and i . i
muagazines, the reference roovm amd two Call ) v
wther pooms being occupied by the books )
of the library. . - - .

In the library is a total of 10,000 books, R » . ..
well seleeted and adapted to the wants of ' ) ; T . T !
the community.,  The catalogue has been : .
arranged with grear care, with due at- . e ‘
ntion to modern systems, and librari- - :
dus from other cities proncunce the find- » - —
e lizt one of the most convenient and - . o -;
Lflelent in use, R Y . i

The seope of the library is cxtensive | . Coi ' ;
and covers every suhject in classification si T ‘j e i $
vommon to city libraries, The library is b ER 5 e # 5 . z
Wnder a government of niue directors, . A IR : o
three of whom are appointed in July by ;
e muyor and confirmed by the council: ;
they druw no salsvy oand scrve threo :

Fars, A strict code of rules and regula- - SR

CYous govern the libeary and it is vigidly
o

cenforeed,
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Library in a Mansion

NUMEROUS old mansions throughout Iiinois have been converted into
public libraries, and an interesting example of this is the venerable Red-
dick residence in Ottawa. For more than half a century it has served as
a library and this fact has helped to make it one of the most familiar
buildings of the lllinois River city. Its location, too, adds to its famil-
iarity, for it is situated adjacent to Ottawa’s principa! recreation spot,
Washington Park. _

An imposing, old-style mansion, three stories high and redolent of
the gaudy era of American architecture, this house, it is apparent at
first glance, was built by some man of wealth and importance in Ottawa
life. ‘The man who built this house, which stands at the northwest
corner of Columbus and Lafayette streets, was Willlam Reddick. He
constructed his home in 1839, at a cost of about $60,000. Tt is of red

Built 1859,
163 ) -
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and there is a legend that the bricks were
hauled by wagons from Milwaukee. Reddick built on such a grand
scale that his house and outbuildings occupied half the block bounded
by Lafayette, Columbus, and Washington streets, with an alley at the
wost end of the property. The main building was his home. Along the
alley were a horse barn, a carriage house, and a two-story smokehouse
of such size that now it has been converted into the home of the library

brick, with white stone facing,

custodian.
After its completion the Reddick abode became onc of the show

places of Ottawa. Here, during the Civil War and in the years following,
the Reddicks rcigned as one of the first families of their city. Reddick
was elected to the state senate for three successive terms beginning in
1846 and to a fourth term in 1870. He served his final two-year period
at Springficld with distinction and, when it was OVer returned to
Ottawa and spent the remainder of his life there.

In his magnificent house overlooking the trees of Washington Park,
William Reddick lived to 2 ripe age and here he died in 1885, When
his will was opened it was found that he had set up an ¢ndowment fund
of $100,000 for the founding and maintcnance of a library in his home.
The library was established here three years iater. Since that time
several gencrations of Ottawans have derived knowledge and pleasure
from the great array of books lining the walls of the old Reddick man-
sion. Also in the library is Reddick’s indenture paper by which he was
bound out as an apprentice glass worker. His first $1,000 was accumu-
lated by two years of work as a glass blower in Washington, D. C.—
from 1832 to 1834

In addition to the library Reddick’
to La Salle County for “‘enlargement of the count
which is still owned by the public, is underlain wi
fine silica sand and is now worth many times as much as all his property

s will left a hundred acres of land
y home.” That land,
th millions of tons of

at the time of his death.
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REDDTCK'S LIBRARY o 1.

This imposing mansion on the corner of Columbus and Lafayette
Streets was built by Mr, William Reddick in approximately 1860, The
architectural features of the house ewmbody details of the Remantic Period
of American architecture which draws its insplration from the Italian
Renaissance, The fine stone and brick work is of particular interest as
is the detail of the woodwork under the cornice and the eaves. Mr. Reddick
was one of the truly colorful characters of Ottawa and La Szlle County.
He was the County Sheriff, State Senator, a self-made man, and a humani-
tarian. It is reported that he harbored run-away slaves in his house as
as station on the "underground railroad." Reddick was a loyal Democrat
who told friends that he "wanted to die under a Demoeratic president',
He made it by dying March 8, 1885, just four days after Grover Cleveland
took office for the first time. As a philanthropist, he left the major
portions of his estate to the City of O;tawa and La Salle County, speci-
fying that his residence be used as a City Library., He donated certain
lands west of Ottawa as a site for a County 0ld People's Home.



