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DESCRIEE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINALIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
cat of De Malb County, lies én the

v

The town of Sycamore (1670 LOD.aDppIoK.7,000), s

Py U

-south bank of the Zazt Branch of the Scuth Branch of the Kisheaukee klver, angut miles
S5 of Zockfiord and 55 Wi of Chicaigc, The town and surrounuln; area are characterized

by gently undulating terrain ond rich, productive scil and ware originally well-forested,
Thero are no prominent topegranhical features.

The Zyc amo;e Bistoric District iz a relatively narrow strip along tha tow
nortn-zcuth axis and is gener&-ly confined to Main and somonauk, the town's mest
i ly =djacent aveas. The actual bourqawj (v.It
& vas51s of visusl cohesion and circumscribes the maxim
] area of substantizl older architecture, The zhort no :
n voundaries are determined madin 1y by the proximity of tn corporate 1inits and
t
i

val lack of sigrificant older construction bzyonds The eastern boupiary chlnies
a little architzctural merit ner theast of State and Main and east of lain and/or
somenzuk gouth of Zlm as well as areas of new construction at the northeast cory of
n and Zln and southeast of ‘Gmon“un ard Linceln. The tract northwsst of State and
nZ an oldsr s2ction of the central businpess district cn State, is
cn t ctural interast and has been exc¢Lved south of Stata, the western
Iects the ir 'tstr izl development of Park, the affect of this en aress
¥y adjacent, ard widespread Iedevelogﬂnr porthwest of High and California.
mdary irregularitiss on the west are a direct result cf irregular-sized lots on
Somonaul and California,
Land use within the historic district conforms to the norm of small I11inois county
Stots

i‘.‘:
e
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C
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are ne industrial uvsages in the istrict, littls vacant land, and the only
prepavty seems to be the United S ates Post Cffice at State and PaJh. Heligd
tiered throughcut the district. S

seais, with governrental and commercial uses concentrated towetpar(lm bchwo*af ~rn Staka)
and suricuaded by residantial nas ‘rorheocds. The DLy mASor ite locaticn of
a relatively large hospital at Somonauk and Sdward in an o hprnl”D residential arca. Thers

i

- L
and s3o0cial usss are so

Since almost all residential structures are single-famnily and detached, residsntisl
density in the disirict is quite moderate, What little variation there is is 2 dirsct
o i

result of Jot size, tartlcula 1y the two wary large lots on N.i2in, Construction ig almost
equally divided between masonry and frame and the vast majority GF structurss are two
or Z¥2 storiss in teights Most residences are sited on the north-south sireets and setbacks

Tfrom the streetline are generous throughout, particulariy so on N.bain end parts o
Somonauic, ALl of these factors combine with maﬂy mature shade trees to proﬂac\ a
well-balanced strastscave marked by siropg relsticnships between irdivideal tuildings,
Tre commercial arsa of the district - prirmarilly State strset from Main to Just west of
Somonauk -« presznats s ciceed, nearly gap-free wall three stories in height,

Sycanore's street rattern is a typical imperfectly expressed vectabgular grid,
thouzh not strictly oriented along major compass points as it is irn most of Illincis.

The heaviest tliiilc is zncountered on State street snd tain street north of State, witn
consicerably less velume on Zlm and Somonauk,. Trarsportation is entirely dependent upon

the rrivate autcwshile,
Cf avproximately 209 strustures encempassad within the Sycamore Historic Distri ci,

~

I
nstitute good backerourd of some distinction. Several, in fact, have been

extluding girazes and other mincr out“ullmlrwa, L0 have been svaluated as possessing
special architectural and/cr h_utorluil significance contribtuting strengly to the
craracter of the distrisi an itional 1% were photographed by the Illincis Historie
Structures Survoey, Host emadning older structures are of the pericd 1360-14G00
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unguitably zltcred with siding and cculd, if thiz were vronarly ramaved,
coatrivuts stroazly fo the disirict, Recant corstruction nceounks for 22
structures or souwswhat over 104 of those extant. CFf theze, the only ones that
constizutes major intrusions are the hosvital at Somonsuk and dnr g

stativn abt Stnte and Main, a stors Inm and Sgmonaud, . small 1n
puilding at 313 Ccmornuk, and an un inguished residence at 4OF 2

The oldest structures in the & ict date frem well before

War and are Greek Havival in siyle (v.les,& & 12 below, hoth somswist altersd),
Jinc: a major paricd of Sycamore's srowth cccurred shorily after that
conflict, ths Italianate iz uresent both in quantity and significance (v.lios oL,
7,1%,15,15,15) that make it lhe district's dominant style, Monearchaeclozical
1Sth Century Jothic is zlso well-renresented {v.)os 425,170, as iz the wueen
Annz (v.ies.9-10,2-3), Classical fevival forms are found in o nunber of public
and commercizl buildings, specifically the Courthouse (valed ), Public Livrary,
Uu.S.Fost Gffice, Iycamore Bank, and the Fierce Building at Somcnauk and 3nate,
Twentieth Century Medieval Revival cccours as we‘“ Wediiher of th later
styles, howaver, is much irm evidence in residential | building, which thus
remalns dominated by the earlier fashions eited above .,
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clurches (violos.4- ate that Zeeling of beoaube
punstusted by the 3 by exclamation poinic.

Despite some early skirmishing concerning the permanent locatinn of the county seat,
Sycamore's history is one of orderly settlament, growth and development varzes on
the puvely unseventful. The first setilers arrived in 1835 ard locatad m nortl of the
Kishwaukes Hiver —- and of the present town -- on land laid out as a town bol,hdlug
year by a wealthy New Yorker, Christiasn Sharer, and his asscciates, Des
of the Vishwaukes and eresction of a mill, this town did not succeed and
the Tirst county seat contesst had been settlsd in favor of Urang (Zyrar
pame ), it was removed to ifs present site and 1laid ecut by Evans Jharry an =
Waterman., This new town's actual first settler, Carlos Lattin, had in fact prescsaded 1t,
takinz posssession of a claim that included present Sycamore's west side in 1335,

A second county seat conircoversy was settled in Zycamore's favor in 1823, a year
that alzo morked construction of the first courthouse and the n;llage‘a first hotel. By
1840, the town consisted of 12 houses, a number fhat grew to 18 by 1844, After that,
crowth seems te have begu . nereases, the population risi ng to 252 in 18hE,

320 in 1849, I0C in 1350 in 1851. Thoush school was held in ths courthouss as
early as 1539, the first schoslhouse was not oudllt until 1857, By 1255, the now
consicernble town toasited Gl commercial and inm Juaufiql =stablishments, ranging from
shoe sheps te a shingle manufactory. The Sycamore and obrtland Railroad, built in 1859,
wos finsaced by local subscripiion and began to have a salutsry affect on the town':s
W th ;hortly afte T the Civil War, Sycamcre was lnco r}orafea as & village in 135C and
organized as a city lofm.

Sycamore is not now r hag it ever been a manmufacturing center of any gres
significance, bul has 1ﬁn5 rad an adesuate industrial base. Its early industries
included tha Hapsh larvester Manulacturiug Co.(1859), the R.Ellwood Hamuiacturing Co.



Form 10-20%a UNITED STATES DEFARTMENT GF THE INTERIOR STATE
{July 1945%) MATIONAL PARK SERYCE

HATICHAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACHLYE jeounTy
IRVEMTORY - HOMIMNAYIOH FORM

FOR NP5 USE QLY

ENTRY NUMBER CATE

(Continuation Sheet) -

¢

(Number ol eniries)
ITCM 8 =« CLANIFICATCT - Page Two
{1975, oved to the City of De Helb Zn 12%91), and the Iycazors FPreseuvve
WOrKs 1). later conczras nave included the F.C.Fatten Manufaciuring To.,
the Hardware Zurpls Factory, corden's Cgondensed Filk Factory, and the lurner
' z 2 &3 t tr Zron tojether

o a i i

A

ITTSS AMD SOIUNTIRTN 00 apnoral STENTETO TR
Murbers releor to tre accompanying map. woen more than one arsa of signilicance
applies, the greatsr is cited first.

ey ™

1. GEHORGD P.WILD RLSIDENCE

L50 Sononauk

Built in 1869 by architect Gsorge or J.W.Ackermznn of Chlca o
G.F.9Wild was cne of the most successful and prominent of the
businessmen in Sycamore, He came tc the fledzling town in 155
a principal in the successive firms of Regers, Wild and Smith,
and Wild, and G.P.Wild & Co., dry-goods merchants. later, he was
interested in the banking house of Daniel Pierce and Co. and in the
Flerce Trust and 3avings Banx,

ARCIATSCTURAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

2. JJHLRCGERS mrsTLiNCy
432 Jomonanvk
Puilt wefore 1o

J..Roger cated in Svcamore in 1858 and went on to become one of

s 1o
the ¢ity's most respected citizensz. He was a dry-~gcods werchant,
starting as an associate of G.P.wild (see alovel), but lating acting
indevendently. Hz was also heavily involved with the Sycamore Praserve

HOrKS.
ATDCHTTOCTURAL AND HISTORIZAL SIGHITICANCE

GPO 521.774
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Southeznst cornar AHONALK
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Built iz 1%84 by archit . 0. 2arnse:
J
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t in 1877

The consregation was ovganiced in

b
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A TIOIT T AT R T o T s A g g
ARCHIT ZCTTALSIGIIVICANCT

6., DE ¥KALB COUNTY
Wwest corner State a2
Lt in 1803 by architects Watson and Hazleton

ARCHITZCTURAL SIGHNIFICANCE

7. POUTER JOUNSEN RuS1D3INHCE AND RCOCMING HCGUSE
127 South Main
Built in 1562
Built zs a rooming house, it was in u
when it was divided intc avartments

'

as such until very recently,
{le i= known avout Mr,.Johnsen.

ARCEITZCTURAL AWD HISTCRICAL ZIGNIFICANCE

8¢ CARLC3 LATTIN HOUSE

205 somenaulk

Built cz.185%; since stuccced -
Carios Lattin was the first settler on the site of Svecamors =znad is
genarally recognincd as the clty's founder. fHe avrivad in 1935 and
logcated on what is wow Main street, removing to s house on strect
in 1846, Carlos lattin was also an important factor in retilnnrﬁ the
county sext in Sycamore, thus not only founding the town bub previding
it with its raison d'etre as w2ll.
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e T - . . v .
HISTCRICAL AND ARCHITLCTURAL SIGRITICAICE
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wealbine
Zoynton (1573i-27 =

_and Speculat on, His immense holdinge acras of timber
in Arkansas; 15,200 acres ia Iows, hin end Horth and Sguth
Dakota; and 2,000 acrss in rorthern 1llincis, His wife, lucetiaz, was
prosinent in the D.A.R. and was well-known as a wer 13 travellsr, Ihelr

d to P.3.Townsend (v.No.9). The nouse iz still in the

o]

daughter was marrie
Boynton family.

oy gy

FISTCRICAL AND ARCHITSCTURAL SIGHITICAN

11, AR2AM TLLJCOD HOUSE
421 Someonaux
Fuilt ca.l1377-80

The rllwood name nas figured prominently in the history of De ¥alv Co,
since Reuben Sllwcod, Abram's father, enterei his orizinal claim nesar
Sycamere in 1837. Abram Zllwood was at Iirs enzaged in railroading

put schieved far greater prominence after joining lis father ana uncle
(Alonzo =llwood) in the R.ELIwood Manufacturing Co.in 1277, From 1590
until lgt' he maintained an indevendert firm engazed in the manufaciure
of wire fence stretchers, that firm having hecome amalgamatsd with niz
father's company iz the lattsr year. (.5, = The Eliwcod's wsre very
prominent in the esarly Hevelo:ment of barved wiie, the most impertant
work being accomplished by the ararch ¢t the family Located In ths City
of Do Kalb). After the senier Siwood's death in 1385, the fira was
re-named the Abram Slwood Co., continulng its key role in Sycamore's

GPo 921-724
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157 e merved in thic
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1oz nvernars rolmer,
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1 tats Commissioners ol
.
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ites president. Lis
Cicy Atiorncy
£ v [V PR aa L]
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AND ARCTIITICTU NAL SIGHNITLCANCE
- mm LT T TR Ty T
l). CAPT. ?n.. SMlTE (f P Y TRIT JL) ECUS2

P TUIN
Built

Othsr than s elected t of De Xalb Co. in 1585, little
iz known ahcut Jant.Seilh. F.E,Partrldge began his lagal oaresr G

a lawyer in candwich (I11.) and later attainsd considerable fzme in that
profezzion in Synanore. He was a breveted brigadier ganeral in Lbhe

Clel Uar and then served as De Kalb Col.Circult Clerk and zecorier
(1964=7), Hisz most prominent governmental service was as Ambassador 1o
Siam under rresident Grant.

HIZDCRICAL SIGNIFICANCE

14, DRLCRLAMDC ML DEY HCUSE
319 Somonaux
Budlt ¢2.1866; since mw
Dr.iryan began the

ice of medicine in Sycamore in 1846 and was the
c

o

pra n
settlement's vioneer physician. During the Civil War, he was in charge
of the General ilospital of the Army of the Mississippl and later, at
his reauest, was made tedical Director and Purveyer of the Departuent
of New Mexico. He veturned to Sycsmore in 18€6.

Tty v A v T YT T . Cperee
NISTOUICAL AND ARCUITIOTURAL SICGNITICANCE

15, DAVID DE GRS
025 Jomonauk
Built in 1807
Mrole Sraff was a wealthy farmer.

enpomy

ARCHITEZCTURAL B3IGNIFICANCGE

U

GPO 321-724




EMHTRY MUGAR

wnltian)

. o
wX o

fuml

P}

o otd

4
[SRVEN

t

ndatits

33
I

¥

-
i

]

qr
Py
o
J
e
i
=
o
a3 i
C4
RN
ot
R
R
O

(YN
T

Lok

Rt

aal
Jod e

AN

25

W)

¢

L

@ 13
3 i
P

3 SR -
; bo o
i Y

€ e Lo

RIS

f

"

S IOl

o

s

[

N ra bl
\rhl

W

Sy T DTN
STCALCAL 2150

LT oy

H

4 s
Tond P liuanea

monauk
t ¢ca.l870

<

Y
»2

13
Jal}

Q
o

ANCE

-—vIr\ L w
~

H

i1T

AN

=
r

il

~

ANSRAL

]
L]

2

ided

cuse since S

Y
Y
il

NG

rate

-

the

via

+
v

on
and Chaun

m

4 d

L R

I IO ERED|
42 .

[ LR R ) B

o5

-r} oo

Wit

it

t
n heot

ed

US|
i 42
1)
1= ot
0 [
fu o)
Gt i
1
Q- )
LTI 8
O b W
e o
Mo TR
QO 2T W
(£ SN 3}
X T

Foa T
RN A b

canti

e

L he

1
w

PG

g e




oo Y5200 UMIT 2D
N

t

b sl ense!

Tu,.;.-'x'-ﬁ'\"r’:‘ W"“;v\v‘rv-\-z—.

o
PROPIIR OGP S PR Y UL

|

ora 921.724




AR VY
U(Jmu/;ﬁ -E.E.}“_}fﬁ.
L . Sloe, Wirlenoo 1007

TIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ey
ACREAGE OF NOLUNATED PROPERTY _ 2~
UTM REFERENCES

Al b b ey
ZONE EASWG NORTHING

CL_IJ SRR B N

VERDAL BOJADHHY DESLH%PHON

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTiES FOR P‘:!OPcRTFEQ OVCRLAPPENG S'I ATE QR COUNTY BOUNDAR!:FS

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUMNTY ’ CODE

FEiFORM PREPARED BY

NAME  TrTLE

Taxhert Wasner, National nedster ssslztand
ORGANZATICN HATE
Il2 veis Lezartoans ©f Joosorvotion Jogoernar 150 1570
X X swoar 150 1570
STREET & WUNBER TELEPHONE
N s e . - 2 e 5T
CLHG sonth Longwood Drive PR T RS
CITY OF TOWN STATE
Shicao I11i-0is
> Tl RS

1STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVA! UATED SIGNIFICANCE CFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE I5:

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL

As the designated State Histonc Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 85-665). 1
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Heqxsler and certify that 1t has been evatuated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Palk Selice. \
STATF HISTORIC P FRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE \{\A\
THTLE ’b \)J./&tjD

DATE \~=7 =7

(ﬁ.\

FOR NPS USE ONLY
| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT TRIS PROPERTY 1S INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE

FITTOR OFFICE OF ARCHEOLGCGY AND HISTORIC PRESEAVATION
ATTEST DATE

CEECERTICIHE NATIONAL e GISTER

— e — ——— e



LUCAS

SYCAMORE

Ol

+—t

WS

OLINIRVY

STATE -

)

VNSO

[ G

SYCAMORE




- _-.:‘—-H__-__'_-Mf_;_,{,;i [

VATERMAN

EOWARD_

o

——

e

CHARLES.




SYCAMORE HIS

STRUCTURES OF SPECIAL IMPORT CITED IN NOMINATION

OTHERS OF SPECIAL IMPORT

FURTHER PHOTOS BY ILL.HIST STRUCT, SURVEY

AN

- OTHER OLD STRUCTURES

NEW CONSTRUCTION(N) © INTRUSIONS (INT) © OR AS INDICATED

mn.,..n
= _
H i}
ir




