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-0t description from County pecorder's office: Joserh -,
si-2den Subdivision, E 110 ft. Lot 20 und Lot Z1, N4
ni Pert of Nk Sec 21y, T 4C N, i 4 L,

The house was constructed in 1861 Tor Glidden Ly dscon

Rl who was later to become Glidden's competitor in 4o

' tzrved wire industry. 1t is a two story brick nouse witr o
raised roundation of field store, A front porch {eripinu)
Dhals the length of the house and is about 6 feet off the
sround, The porch has been screened-in, but aprarently uvhe
criginel porch structure was left intact. The reoaf is a low

Zelle with a single stack, straddle ridge chimney ab cach eac
The rcol trim is a boxed, decorated cornice. There have Leen
nG additions save for an enclosure aroumd the smals woo len
»oren on the rear,

In 19C9 or 1910, two distinctive features of the now: - |
~»ere removed, One was an ipern belvedere or "widow's wulx"
CL oae reool ridge and the other was a large gable dorrmer in |
the middle of the front wall that was decorated ir the szanpe |

11
Lanner as the cornice.,
T

e roor presently has n tow shed=type dormer thut re- f
rluced the larger gable. It is covered Witn green asphalt i

PR
zhingles,

“he large vard surrounds the building on tnree sides with

tre remains oi' an orchard (in the rear), largre pianting teas
of filowers, and several large shade trees.

The eazst cnd of the house 1s completely blocked Ly sev-
erzl zreenhouses and a recently constructed florisi SNCPy as
tre Tamily is now in the flower business. These builcdings ard
et orI to one =ide leaving the view rrom the west &£nd the
front urimpeded.

Except for moderni zing ilmprovements, the interisr: re-
dain about the same as when the nouse was ipot constructe:,
“wo marble fireplaces were replaced with brick in 1900, Foow
“looring has been replaced when needed. ‘ne 8Verylay ovusinecss
of homemaking was carried on in the bvasement whicr nu. tae
citchen, living room, and a dining room. The upper fioors
were used mainly for guests and sleeping quarters. Tui-
bvasement living area is now a workshop and storage area.

In 1944 therewas a minor chimney fire that caused ro

cungagze to the structure., ''he exterior walls are made of iccal-
Ly fired brick, which is rather sol't.  The walls nre one -ooc
tick,
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' na1@h a torchan? an-l lumbermdn, r€,nocLLvely Tuowitaecse
Henry Ho 3 fence bhourd with Progecting wire coins., Aall

tiree of the Men were struck with the idea or attacings
barbs to a wire fence.

Gliiden eXrerimented in the “ltchen o i nome, e ;
Saw that wherever he s5ed the parbed shranis nne LWinhed wirq
Pieces sli: G10nyg bthe fence Streand e realized unoy re L
find a way 1o crimp the burbs. e toox o COIJFf il ane
fitted two Pins inbo the ond ol the shals, one Cerntor

Cloant

© the other olLbntlj ofi-center, B¥ pi dLLP the ~iipe Celwser

' the pins and IClating the crank a fuil Lurh tne wire wWrarp el
iround the center pPin making an 8¥e in the wire oo, [hig

rroduced = uniform hary y Which enuld be strun:s on g wire,

Y0 prevent the Darhs Iron wgileuﬂg ne Look anot LAer wire oo
altacred the endg o Lolh wipe to g poplur trec (1. sl sen
site o 4 Burger King) und wne other ends g Erin . sione

wnich was used YO bwist the wires o revent the barns ‘rea
slipping,

f Isaac Ellwoog realiged Glidden'g method was SUgperior <o

the one he wag WOTRing on and Struck n Partnersnip Wit Glin
, en.  In the town o beKsalt, between PMirst ang Lecond ~Lreetd,
[ on the south side or present T1il. idout 5%y Lhey ey AU Lne
Coworld's Cirst barbed wire fuctory in Lepy, !

Jacob Halshbegan manufacturinp his barbed
same time. When Hasigh learned or Glidden's app
a Latent, he qQuickly “ijaa Jnterzerencp pap@r

“led nw” own patent 1wnchdfzon Hai: WO diway; Sl
mwnﬁfrurnf O 4 bombr shic Slyle, always L,xttned Chlaal e orag
the inventor of barbed wire., At any ratey, he et dIonio G
Jactory and made a fortune from it.

In 1826 the @eshburn and Moen Wire vompary of Jtrcnesteﬁ,
llass, coupght out Glidden's share of the business wigs Sl WO d
I

]
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Tor #50,007 and royalties. Glidden was about 60 years o. ot
nihe Uime and had always had a greater inbterest in Jarzing Lian
-n nmanufacturing, but :llwood and Haish were FOUNZEr ani want
cn te nake De khalt the harned wire manulacturing center o: ghe

worll up to the 1930's when larger steel corporation mer-o? srd
“oved muct of the manufacturing oub of DeKely.

Rarbed wire made a uigniilcant contributior. 4o the cetnlie-

Zent of the West where no wood or stones were evailanle for
Jences to surround crops and to contain livestock, In 135 o=
I1llinois 3tate Historical Society erected a historical AT
cozzemorating tarbed wire ananufacturing on the nighway

¢l tnhe 5Slidden House. The nick-name of Dexalp is BLill

cityh.
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1
|
| As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na
Liona! Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
406553 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

vyaluat ed ar:(.ordmy, tn the -iteria and proce.riuru‘ set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
leve: of significance of this nomination is:

. National ¢

T.ocal

L1

State [

Xy Zng_tfi

Tlate

I hereby certify that this property 1= included n the

National Register.

Nirectar, Oflice of Archeology and Historid Presvriazion

Tate

ATTEST:

Date
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NPS Form 10-900a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [ 9/(/ 09} .
CONTINUATION SHEET — {4

Section 1,2.3 Page 1 Joseph F. Glidden House Amendment

Amendment-— Addition of contributing resource and acreage correction--This amendment relates 1o the addition
of the historic barn to the Joseph F. Glidden House National Register registration form. The barn was not
oreviously included, but does contribute to the historic associations of the property. The acreage was indicated
in 1973 as 1.5 acres, the actual acreage i1s 0.91

Section 1. Name of Property

Joseph F. Glidden House

Section 2. Location

street & number 921 West Lincoin Highway not for publication
city or town DeKalb vicinity
state  Illinois code IL county DeKalb code 037 zip code 60515

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, [ hereby certify
that this 3 nomination ____ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _ meets ___ does not meet the
National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant _X nationally ___
statewide __ locally. ( __ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official Date

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property vﬁx_meets _____does not meet the National Register criteria. { ___ Seec
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

li il com [ Liheclon S HAE (28 o)
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau



NPS Form 10-900a
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
e e TV
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section _4,5 Page _2_

OMB No. 1024-0018

Joseph F. Glidden House Amendment

4, National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property 1s: Signature of Keeper

entered in the National Register

Date of Action

See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the

National Register
See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the

National Register
removed from the National Register

other {explain):

5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
____private
_ X public-local
___ public-State
____public-Federal

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing  Noncontributing

2 0 buildings
1 0 sites
_ 0 0 structures
0 0 objects

2 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: 1
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Section _0, 7 Page _3 Joseph F. Glidden House Amendment

0. Function or Use

Historic Function (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Domestic Sub: single dwelling
Agriculture/Subsistence agricultural outbuilding
Industry/Processing/Extraction manufacturing facility

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Work in Progress Sub:

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from Instructions)
Other: Transverse Frame

Matenals (Enter categories from nstructions)

Foundation Limestone
Roof Asphalt shingles
Walls Brick

other

Narrative Description

The barn is located on the property owned by the J. F. Glidden Homestead and Historical Center and is adjacent
to the Joseph F. Glidden House which was previously listed included in the National Register on October 25,
1973. The acreage when the property was listed was indicated as 1.5 acres. Since the barm was not included,
that acreage was not correct. The house and bam are located today on 0.91 acres.

The bam 1s a mid-19th century brick transverse frame, post and beam bam. The two story structure is
rectangular in shape and has dimensions of 30 feet in length and 30 feet in width. The orientation of the bam is
north-south, the same orientation as the Joseph F. Glidden residence which faces Lincoln Highway in DeKalb,
lillinois. The exterior surface 1s red brick manufactured by a local brick works during the mid-19th century. The
brick is set on a foundation of locally quarried limestone. There are a total of 14 eight-paned double-hung
windows on three sides (south, east and north) and seven small single-pane windows on the west side. The
archways of the 14 double hung windows are topped by a segmented arch consisting of a double row of bricks.
The main entrance doors on the gable (north and south) ends of the structure are also topped by segmented
arches containing three rows of bricks.
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The barn contains two massive transverse wooden beams and three interior areas or bays. The west bay
includes a space for an enclosed staircase Jeading to the hayloft and seven stalls. The middle of the first floor is
the runway. The eastern bay contains a fully enclosed rectangular office in the Southeast comer and an open
animal stall in the Northeast corner. The first floor is topped by the two transverse support beams (oriented
north-south ) which support the second floor hayloft. The lofi is full-sized and accessed by an enclosed staircase
set against the south wall. As the roof structure is completely supported by the exterior brick walls, the hayloft
1s completely open with the exception of the existence of post and beam construction which support several
laminated beams acting as tie rods at the base of the roof structure.

The barn was originally topped by a common gable roof having a pitch of 12/12 (e.g. at a 45 degree angle) with
a hayhood at the south end of the structure which sheltered the hayloft door. Although the original surface of the
roof was wooden shingles, over the years a number of repairs were made, the most recent being in 1992, when a
number of roof boards were replaced and the entire roof surface was replaced with asphalt shingles.

A number of other relatively minor changes have occurred to the structure since it was completed. Most notably
was the addition of a lean-to structure attached to the east side of the bam some period of time after the initial
production of barbed wire in 1873. This structure contained numerous additional stalls for pigs and cows and
was connected to the barn by removing the northern most double-hung window of the east wall and enlarging
the opening to allow a doorway. This structure was removed early in the century. In addition, the arched main
entrance door facing north was reduced in size to approximately 4 % by 7 feet tall.

This barn retains excellent integrity and is a contributing resource to the Joseph F. Glidden House property.

8. Statement of Significance

Bam

The Joseph F. Glidden barn is an important building because of its association with Joseph Glidden, inventor of
the first practical barbed wire fencing, and because of barbed wire fencing's connection to monumental events
which shaped U.S. growth and history. The significant events which occurred in the barn and the barnyard were
Glidden's invention of barbed wire on October 27,1873 and the early manufacturing of the first barbed wire in
the barn during the period of 1873-74. Joseph F. Glidden, a local farmer who resided on the property from
1845-77, had the bam built sometime during the period of 1861-71. The exact date of the barn construction is
not known, but it does appear in a drawing in the 1871 DeKalb County Atlas, as an outbuilding. The house was

built in approximately 1861.

Documents listed in the bibliography confirm that the barn was used as a manufacturing site to fasten the barbs
on 2 pieces of straight wire which were fastened to a grindstone and the other ends to a tree, then twisted
together by turning the crank of a grindstone. In a sworn court testimony given to Glidden's attorney, a former
employee of Glidden, Andrew Johnson, stated, "For twisting the cable, we took the crank from an old
grindstone; at this time we were working in the barn, and would make about forty feet of barb wire at a time;
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there was a wood frame work made of 2 x 6's and braced, and the crank of the grindstone was set in one of
them, the wire being stretched to the crank from the other post. The barbs were slipped on to one of the wires by
hand and set tightly by striking them a blow with a hammer against an iron block.... The crank was then turned,
twisting the two strand wires. The next spring (1874) after having made wire in the bamn all winter, we made it
out of doors in the woods, part of the time on Mr. Glidden's farm and afterwards down on the fair grounds."

In Glidden's sworn court testimony to defend his patent he stated: "...deponent commenced the manufacture of
barbed fence wire, in the town of DeKalb, as early as the 1st of November, 1873, at his farm located on the
main thoroughfare running from DeKalb, west. ...That deponent continued himself, and had the assistance of
two men, to work making this barb fencing at intervals, in bad weather and evenings, during the latter part of
the vear 1873, and the forepart of 1874; the men being employed by him on his farm. That in April, 1874,
deponent put up some 30 rods of said fence along the public roads, on his farm." In "Memoirs of John Glidden",
Glidden's nephew also confirmed the details about the invention and manufacture of the barbed wire and
verbally shared with Carter Glidden, Joseph's great nephew, that Joseph's office for the company was located in

the southeast comer of the bam.

The Lewis Gross volume Past and Present Of DeKalb County refers to Joseph Glidden, along with Whitney
Morse, and Bell, as "one of the foremost inventors of the age" because of his invention of barbed wire. That
volume also refers to the first wire as being manufactured "on the farm”. In addition to the small scale
manufacture of the wire for his own use and that of friends and local citizens as noted above, Joseph Glidden
and Phineas Vaughn, a local blacksmith, also created Glidden's barbed wire semi-automatic machine and the
barbed wire stretcher at the bam site. Glidden applied for and received patents in 1874 for the machine. The
machine, referred to by Johnson and Glidden in their sworn testimonies, was an early development of the
semiautomatic machine which Glidden and Vaughn later perfected.

Barbed wire made significant contributions to national growth and development. The lack of effective and
cheap fencing had been a long term problem of the grange farmer and the stock raiser, particularly in the newly
settled areas of the prairie states. There was an extreme shortage of lumber supply which could be used for
fencing, thus wood for fencing was scarce and expensive. In 1871 there was a report made by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture which stated that even in wooded areas, the cost of wood fencing was very high.
They stated that split rails when shipped for homesteaders could cost as much as $1000. In 1871 the Kentucky
State Agricultural Report justified the need for cheaper fencing and reported that 80 rods of four board fencing
would cost $86.29 and compared to 80 rods of three wire fencing which would cost $41.33. Once constructed,
wooden fences were subject to rotting, prairie fires and destruction by animals. The DeKalb County Portrait and
Bioeraphical Albumn stated that "for 40 years the question of fencing the broad, beautiful acres of the prairie
section of the United States remained unanswered, and hampered the farmers in all their projects; and there
seemed for years no remedy for the existent condition.”

Barbed wire was to be the primary factor in the eventual transition of much of the U.S. land from Open Range
land to cultivated, self contained farms by 1890. With the completion of the railroad through the Prairie States
in the 1850's along with the passage of the U.S. Homestead Act in 1862, in which the government would
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provide 160 acres to any naturalized citizen after living on and improving the land over a 5 year period, there
was a huge increase in migration of settlers to the Prairie/ Plains States and a large increase in demand for
affordable fencing. Animals running rampant trampled crops and injured people and prompted the passage of
the Illinois Herd Law in 1867. The DeKalb County News in 1868 stated that "there is a ]aw now in force
prohibiting horses, cattle, etc., from running at large.” Glidden's invention greatly impacted the agricultural and
homesteading movements in the U.S. since barbed wire could be utilized by farmers and railroads to provide
reasonable, durable and effective fencing to fence animals in or out of areas or to fence off the railroad tracks. (
Please refer to the Hayter papers and the "Memoirs of Mabel Glidden").

In addition to offering an affordable source of fencing, barbed wire made it possible to begin to control the
breeding of amimals for food sources. The Smithsonian July 1991 article referred to the invention of barbed wire
and the issue of "to fence or not to fence” as an issue which was more important in the settlement of the West
than the Gold Rush. The U.S. Patent Office refers to barbed wire as one of the "epoch making" inventions. The

bam is the historical site of that invention.

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in prepanng this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

~ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67} has been
requested.

_X_ previously listed in the National Register

____previously determined eligible by the National Register

~ designated a National Historic Landmark

____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
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16, 17, 1891, decided Feb. 20, 1892.

The Voters and Tax-Pavers of DeKalb County, Hllinois. Chicago: H.F. Kett and Co., 1876, pp. 115-116, 145-6.

Secondary Sources:

American Barns and Covered Bridges. Sloane, Wilfred Funk, Inc., 1954.

“Barbed Wire.” Concise Dictionary of American History, Charles Scribners, 1983, pp. 85-6.

“Barbed Wire”. Dictionary of American History, V. 1, New York: Charles Scribners, 1976, p. 267.

“Barbed Wire”. How Products Are Made, V.2, Kyung-Sun Lim, ed. Gale Research, 1996, pp.32-36.

“Barbed Wire”. New Encvclopedia of the American West, Howard Lamar, ed. New Haven: Yale
University, 1998, pp. 79-81.

Barns Sheds and Qutbuildings. Halsted, Byron, N.Y. Stephen Greene Press, 1977.

Bigolin, Steve. "The Barbed Wire Saga," Gurler Chronicle #9, Gurler Heritage Assoc., 1993.

Centennial DeKalb County 1856-1956. DeKalb Daily Chronicle Press, 1956.

“Glidden, Joseph Farwell”. American National Biography, V. 9, New York: Oxford University, 1999, p. 121.

“Glidden, Joseph Farwell”. Webster’s American Biographies, Charles Van Doren, ed., Springfield, Mass., G.C.
Merriam Co. 1974, pp. 405-6.

Hayvter, Earl W. "Barbed Wire Fencing- A Prairie Invention", Agricultural History V. XIII, No. 4 (October
1939), pp. 189-207.
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"The Fencing of Western Railways", Agricultural History V. 19 (163-167).

"Livestock-Fencing Conflicts in Rural America”, Vol. 37, No. 1, pp. 10-20, 1963.

Jones, Shirley Glidden. Thorny Cage, 1981 (privafely published- copy owned by Sarah DeMink).
Sicilia, David B. "How The West Was Wired," Smithsonian, June 15, 1997, pp.
"The Barbed Wire Story," Wireco Life, American Steel and Wire Division, April, 1956.

“The Expansion of the Nation: 1874”. Encyclopedia of American History, J. Morris & R. Morris, eds. Harper
Collins, 1996, p. 587.

“The Wire That Fenced the West”. The Old West: The Ranchers, Alexandria, Virginia: Time Life, pp. 128-9.

"Time Was When The West Danced To The Devil's Rope." Smithsonian, July 1991, pp. 77-83.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 0.91]

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing ~ Zone Easting Northing
1 16 422154 4638241 3
2 4

See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

The Joseph Glidden House is located on part of Lot 3, Glidden Gardens in the town of DeKalb in the northwest
corner of Section 22, DeKalb Township in DeKalb County, Illinois

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

The boundary includes the house and barn and the immediate area that was historically associated with the
property and retains integrity.
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11. Form Prepared By
name/title Sarah G.DeMink, Secretary

organization J. F. Glidden Homestead and Historical Center date November 20, 2001

street & number 4904 Seeley Avenue telephone 630-968-8122
city ortown Downers Grove state  Illinois zip code 60515
Property Owner

(Comiplete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name J. F, Glidden Homestead and Historical Center
street & number 921 West Lincoln Highway telephone 815-756-7904

city or town DeKaib state Illinois zip code 60115

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National
Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties,
and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per
response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and
reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief,
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and
the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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CONNECTICUT, NEW HAVEN COUNTY, Prospect Hill Historic District, Off CT 10, New Haven, 79002670,
ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION APPROVED, 8/08/02

FLORIDA, DUVAL COUNTY, St. George Episcopal Church, 10560 Ft. George Rd. E, Jacksonville, 02000839,
LISTED, 8/09/02 (Florida's Carpenter Gothic Churches MPS)

FLORIDA, POLK COUNTY, Thompson and Company Cigar Factory, 255 N. Third St., Bartow, 02000838, LISTED,
8/09/02 (Bartow MPS)

GEORGIA, CANDLER COUNTY, Metter High School, Jct. of College St. and Vertia St., Metter, 02000840, LISTED,
8/09/02

GEORGIA, MARION COUNTY, Ables, Alfred and Jane, House, 230 E. Fifth Ave., Buena Vista, 02000841, LISTED,
8/09/02

ILLINOIS, DE KALB COUNTY, Glidden, Joseph F., House, 917 W. Lincoln Hwy., De Kalb, 73002159,
ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION APPROVED, 8/07/02

ILLINOIS, DU PAGE COUNTY, Henderson, Frank B., House, 301 S. Kenilworth, Elmhurst, 02000844, LISTED,
8/09/02

ILLINOQIS, JACKSON COUNTY, Giant City Stone Fort Site, Stone Fort Rd., Makanda vicinity, 02000848, LISTED,
8/09/02

ILLINQIS, LAKE COUNTY, Karcher Hotel, 405 Washington St., Waukegan, 02000845, LISTED, 8/09/02

MAINE, OXFORD COUNTY, First Universalist Society of West Sumner, 1114 Main St., Sumner, 02000850,
LISTED, 8&/09/02

MISSISSIPPI, CHICKASAW COUNTY, Okolona College, US 245 N, 1.1 mi N of jct. with MS 41 and MS 32,
Okolona, 02000853, LISTED, 8/09/02

MISSISSIPPI, COAHOMA COUNTY, WROX Building, 257 Delta Ave., Clarksdale, 02000854, LISTED, 8/09/02

MISSISSIPPI, FORREST COUNTY, Hub City Historic District (Boundary Increase), Roughly along Main, Market,
Newman and Walnut Sts., Hattiesburg, 02000855, LISTED, 8/09/02

MISSISSIPPI, FORREST COUNTY, Parkhaven Historic District, Roughly along S. 22nd Ave. and S. 21st Ave., from
Hardy to Mamie Sts., Hatttesburg, 02000856, LISTED, 8/09/02

MISSISSIPPI, HARRISON COUNTY, Benton, Thomas and Melinda, House, 14115 Rippy Rd., Gulfport, 02000857,
LISTED, 8/09/02

MISSISSIPPL, NOXUBEE COUNTY, Scales, William Henry, House, 1108 Magnolia Dr., Macon, 02000858,
LISTED, 8/05/02

MISSISSIPPI, PIKE COUNTY, Lieb-Rawls House, 303 Magnolia St., Magnolia, 84000051, REMOVED, 8/07/02
(Magnolia MRA)

MISSISSIPPL TISHOMINGO COUNTY, Edwards, R. D., House, 603 Indian Creek Rd., Tuka, 91000933,
REMOVED, 8/07/02 (Iuka MPS)

MISSQURI, CHARITON COUNTY, Dalton Vocational School Historic District, jct. of Fourth St. and MO J, Dalton

hitp://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/listings/20020816.htm 6/25/2003




