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This form is for use in norminating or reguesting determinations for individual properies and districts. See instructions in How to Complate the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form {National Register Buliatin 164). Complete each item by marking 'x"" in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. It an item does nat apply to the property being documented, enler “Nf/A" for “not applicable.” For functions,
architectural classificalion, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additionat
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1. Name of Property

historic name . Wheeler-Magnus Roind Barn

other names/site number __ 014 Magnus Farm Round Barn e

2. Location

street & number 811 Eaar Central Road ... d not for pubfication
city or town Arlington Heights 7 vicinity

state I1linois code __II,__ county Coak code 031  zip code 60005

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the Nationa! Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that thiﬁﬁ nominaticn

[ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Histaric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my apinion, the property
meets [] does not mest the National Regtster criteria. | recommend that this property be considerad significant

{1 nationally 0 statewide}g locally. (D See continuation sheet for additiocnal comments.)

/C/(\/{:m-v: / éé‘-’{,&w SH P & 258 .

Signature of certifying otficial/Titlke 4 Date
I1linois Historic Preservation Agency
Stata of Federal agency and bureau

in my opinion, the property L1 meets [ daes not meet the National Register criteria. (L] See continuation sheet for additional
COMmments.}

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4, National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
L] entered in the National Register,

[] See continuation sheet. el

= determined gligible for the
National Register
U See continuation shest,
1 determined not eligible for the
National Register.
| | remaved from the Nationat
Reqister.

L] other, {explain:)




MName of Property

Cook_County, Iilinois
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
{Check as many boxes as appiy) {Check only one box)
[ private LX building(s)
U public-local [ district
(J public-State O site
(J public-Federal "] structure
LI object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “M/A™ if property is not part of a multipie property listing.)

Round Barns of Illinois

Number of Resources within Property
{Do nat include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 . buildings
sites
structures
.. ohjects
1 _ 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories fram instruclions)

Current Functions
{Enter categories from instructions)

AGRICULTURE/SUBSLS'IEN(:E/ animal faClllt'Y OTHER/storaae o _
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) {Enter categories from instructions)
OTHER/round barn toundation CONCRETE
walls WOOD/weather board
root WOOD/shingle
other . N/A

MNarrative Description

{Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)




_Wheeler-Magnus REoimd Bam

Name ¢! Propeny

Cook County, 11linois

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
{Mark a7 an one or o Boxes {or the critena gualifying the property
for National Register hsting.)

XA Property is associated with events that have made
a significant cantribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

i B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

¥ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possessas
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

i D Praperty has yielded, or is likely to yield,
miormation important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark =" all the boxes that apply.}

Property is:

X A owned by a religious instituition or used for
religious purposes.

(. B removed from its original location.

" . C & birthplace or grave.

L D a cemetery.

. E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[} F a commemaorative property.

- G less than 50 years of age or gchieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

{Explain the sigficance ol the propedy on one or more continuation sheets.)

“Areas of Significance
(Emer categores from instructions)

- AGRICULTURE

Period of Significance
©.1510

Significant Dates
-N/A

Significant Person
{Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
_ Unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

{Cite the hooks. articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or mere continuation sheets )

Previous documentation on file (NP5):

_i preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67} has been requested

[ previously listed in the National Begister

= previously determined eligible by the Natianal
Registar

i ! designated a National Historic Landmark

[ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

T recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
-] State Historic Preservation Office

_- Other State agency
I'i Federal agency
| Local government
_1 University
_. Other

Name of repository:




Wheeler-Magnus Round Bamm Cook County, Illinois

Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _1ess Lhan one acre .

UTM References

{Flace additional UTM references on a continpation sheet)

1| y6) i4:1,0915,90] ta.6l5,7] 21.0] sl Ly o Ll o
Zone Easting Norihing Zone Casting Northing

ale Ly b bbby iy ] O T O T BT R Lol

[ See conbinuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Bescribe the boundaries of the property on & continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.}

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Joseph M. Hoerner, AlA, Associate Architect

organization Linda F. Grubb & Assoc., Architects date 4/10/92
street & number 102 North Cock St., #23 telephone (708)_381-gu39_

city or town . Barrington state I, _ zip code __60010

Additional Documentation
Submit the {ollowing items with the completed lorm;

Continuation Sheels
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FFO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Compiete this item at the request of SHPO or FPQ))

name Lutheran General Health Care System
street & number __1775 Dempster St. telephone __{708) 696-8600

city or town ______Park Ridge state _ IL zip code 60068

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places 1o nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is reguired 1o obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.5.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instruetions, gathering and mainlaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments ragarding this burden estimate or any aspect
af this form to lhe Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O., Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Prajects {1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503
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DESCRIPTION

Summary

The Wheeler—Magnue Round Barn is leocated an the orounds of
The iMoorings of &rlington Meighte, & retirement community
noerthwest of Chicago, Illinois. The barn was constructed
circa 1?10 a< the primary workKing barn of a forty acre
tarming facility. The barn is approximately S0 feet in
Jiameter and 44 feet in height, incorparating a floating
purlin system of construction which provides & clear cpan,
unobetructed loft. The Wheeler—-Macnus Round Barn ic fie zr b
tn eriginal condition and poccseszes & high deqgre
integrity,

Setting

The Wheeler-Magnus Round Earn ie located on the grounds of
The Mcorinos of mrlington Heights, & retirement communit»> oOn
East Central Road in the scuthern portion af the Yillage of
Arlington Heights, a northwest =suburb of Chicago, IMlincis.
Orice surrounded by acres of farmland, the building new
serves as the architectural focal point of 2 zeries of new
residentixl and support structures which comprice the
retirement community., The riew structurec range in size from
& five—-story brick multi-unit building on the south side of
the bBarn, tco & two—story bBrick health center on the west
side, to & series of cne—-story brick and frame residentizal
buildings on the north side. @ landscaped parfing area i<
located on the east side of the barn,
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Buildings in the community are well sited, with curving
drives, generously landscaped and wooded areas, and two
man-made ponds reflecting the once rural character of the
site. The barn itself ig located near the center of the
complex &long the main drive frem the gatehouse on Eact
Cenmtral Road to the main residentixl building., The area
immediately surrounding the barn iz pleaszantly landscaped
with ground plantings, shrubbery, and mature trees placed In
& naturalistic manner,

Unfortunateiy, no definate information an the appear ance of
the =ite at the time of the rconstruction of the barn i<
availakie. Mowewver, an early undated phatograph rewveals that
the area immediately surrounding the barn was planted with
various farm crops, and that a few trees and shrub= (- ol
located close to the perimeter of the barn.

Exterior

The Wheeler-Magnus Round Barn is approximately S0 fsct in
diameter and 438 feet in height, meazured from the finished
flocor level on the intericor to the top of the cupmla, The
barn is a two-story structure which rests on a feundaztion of
poured concrete, The structure iz covered with wood drop
siding, and the recf is covered with older wood shingles.
The barn has & =ingle hip rocf with = comical root Cupol a.

The lower portion of the barn is well lit and ventilated by
@ certes of wood doubie-hung and casement windows. Some of
the original casement windows have recently been replaced
wWwith newer casement windows, The barn is accecsible through
both & =ingle and a double hinged service door, as well as a
Varge barn door opening with a non=original wood overhead

garage door, The upcsr portion of the btarn has only a few
casement windows, »et it is wventilated amd cartially 1it B
& zeries of wood lcuvered openimgs in the cupcla wails
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Although the wood drop siding on the building exterior is in
good condition, most windows, window sills, and doors ar
other openings are in need of maintenance, The roofing s in
poor condition and needs to be replaced immediately to
prevent any possible damage to the building fabric,

Immediately adjacent to the barn is a emall, unattached
frame sila. This cilo was constructed in 1527 after the
original =silo was destroved during a windstorm. The existing
silc is constructed of vertical wood strute Meld in place by
Forizontal metal rads and supportz, The silo rests dpon and
is anchored to & poured concrete bxse. It ic caovered by a
smail, conical roocf of wood ehingles. The silo i< in poor
condition, The concrete foundaticon i= cracked, and the +frame
structure is leaning to ome side, The =ilem i= rot included

in this nomination dus to (ts detericorated condition and the
faot that it is not an original feature of the <ite.

Two leng cne—story gablsed =z=hed structures were removed from
the north and =sact sidez af the barn in 1929, These shed
structures do not appear to have ever opened directiy into
the Larn. The concrete foundation remains continuous in the
areas of ceonnection to the shed, and no siding required
patching or replacement when they were removed. It appears
that the sheds were not original fzaturec of the barr. No
substantial alterations to the ariginal barn itself have
taken place, and the extericr still maintaine = high degree
of integrity,
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Imteriar

The poured concrete floor is formed ta create areas for a
walk, drap, platform, manger, and feed alley. The wallk was
ueed to Tead the cattle to the platform, where they» ctood
during feeding. The drop is a narrcow depressed area in the
concrete floor uced to catch manure during feeding. The
manger is & narrow depressed area in the concrete €)ook
stanted to accomodate the feed. &nd the feed alley was used
te bring the feed in from the havdrop, which i= located just
Inzide the large barn door. & poured concrete water trough
Is aleo located next to the cattle areax.

The construction of the floor alseo reveals that one third of
the barn was used for dairy cattle, and one third was osed
for stabling harses. The rest of the barn wac uzed for
storsge or support purposes. Al areas are parftially
separated by frame bead-board partiticone. The portion of the
barn used for stabling horses has woed planke set into the
concrete to provide the needed cuycshicning material. Thiz i
an unusuai and innovative =olution to the stabling of hers
an & concrete floar,

=
<
=3

The interiaor of the barn does ot tncorporate a center cilo.
The wails, loft floor, and rocf are conetructed af wood
framing. The roof is self-supporting through uze of the
floating purlin system of conztructicon. This=s floating puriin
gx¥stem uses additionxl wood bracing for lateral support at
the baze of the cupola and at the pitch break in the hip
roof. A ceries of =ix ztatiaonary Futters and a sinqle
circular track pulles are suspended from the roof structure
in the lToft. These pulleys were uszed to move and stack the
May.
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The completely unobstructed loft = supported b» flaor
Joists which radiate from a single lTog column placed at the
center of the concrete foundation. The 2 % 12 flcar joists
are cupported at midspan by a built—up circular wood bBeam
supported by & series of log columne arranged around the
central wood column, A smaller built-up circular wacd beam,
which = not structurxl, ie located mearer to the center log
column, Throughout the »ears, additiona) wood pocts and
steel column jacks hawve heen inztalled to support the
oeriginzsl structure where reguired,

The interior of the barn =2 in good overazal) conditicon. &1
major interior elemsnts of the framing, interior partiticons,
windows, etc. are =till) in place and the interior maintaine
& hiah degree of integrity. The concrete floor has some
crackKing in limited arexs, vet is in good cverall conditian.
The structural elements of the building, such ac the roof,
wall, and loft framing cshow ne signs of cerious
deterioration and appear to be in good condition. The f1lcor
decKing in the locft amd the stzir up ta the loft are
severely deteriorated in zome areas and are in need of
immediate repair or replacement. & non-ariginal sprinkKler
system has been added to thes barn a number of w»sare ago,
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SIGHNIFICANCE
Summar

The Wheeler~Magnus Round Barn meets Criteriz & and C, ard
Criterion Consideration & +for lizsting Iin the Mational
Register of Historic Places as an addition to the 1587 Fourd
Barns in Illincis—Thematic Group Momination. The barn i=
reprosentative of & building type which illustrates the
application of scientific principles to the field of
aoricul ture, Conctruction of the barm was most Tikely
influenced by the ccientifirc principles promoted By the
Roricultoeral Experiment Station xt the niwersity of
Itlinois at Urbana, and z2lso represzentz an example of the
occasional deviaticons from these principles necessitated by
the wunique requirements and rectrictions of the ocwner and
builder. The bxrn is currently ocwned by a religicous
Inetitution, however, historically it had no religious

as=ociaticonz.,

Hietorw

mlthough no definitive date of censtructicon, ownsr, or
builder can be documented, it appears that the round barn
rouwld have beesn constructed circa 1910 Ffor Mr. Elbert
Bartlett Wheeler, a local farmer, ciwvi) engineer, and
surveyor and county correspondent for the United States
Lepariment of Agricul ture,

Eibert Bartlett Wheesler (E. Whesler) was ane of elevern
chiildren borm to Ephriam EBartlett Whesler (£, E. Wheelar)
and Emily Clough on September Z&, 1841 at the Lhesler farm
in ETE Grove Willage Township (Just =south of present day
fArltington Heighte), In 12341y land plats show that the land
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which is presently cccupied by the Darn waes owned b+ hi=
father, E. B. Whesler. At the outbreak of the Civil War in
1841, E. Wheeler volunteered for the armed services, but was
rejected for reaszons of frailty., &t that time he entered
Maorthwestern Unjversity and graduated four wears later in
1825, Whilte at the university, he valued education highly
and was an active member of the Phi Kappa Fsi Ffraternity,
then designated a= & wolunteer <ociety of sducated men. He
valuntesred ance again for the armed services upon
agraduation and was accepted into the 132nd Illinoie
Infantry. In 12870, he was discharged from the armed zervices
and continued his interest in education by pursuing & brief
career x2 & teacher. At this time the site of the barn was
still cwned b» his father, £, B. khecler.

E. Whzeler married Nancy SKinner in 1273, They had three
children together. Land-plats indicate that the cwnership of
the site of the barn was held by J. T. Wheeler, E. lheeler’s
ryodmger brother, in 1875, E. Wheeler s fircet wife died in
1282, the =ams year hi tather scoid his other land haldings
inm BTk Grows Township and moved to Arlington Heights.

[It]

Land plats show that the site of the barn was cwned by E.
Wheeler by 1854, In that same »ear he wae marcied to Louiee
Fredericks, with whom he later had four children. The
tederal census taken in 1710 reweals his cccupation as a
farmer, civil engineer, and surwverar. His brother, J. T.
Wheeler, whe had lived with E. Wheeler and his family =ince
before 1700, stated hic occcupation as farm laborer and home
farmer in the zame cenzus. E. Wheeler mairntzined ovinership
of the lanmd which is presentiy cccupied by the barn until
hie death in 1%14,

Sometime after E. Wheeler’s death in 1714, the farm was =ald
Ly the Whesler family to Dr, &R, Magnus. Or. Magnusz wss a
practicing perchiatrict in Chicago. It is not Macwn how many
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of the original farm buildings were standing at this time,
but 211 exi=ting buildings were remodeled and the farm was
converted to a sanatorium for the treatment and care of the
mentally i11. When Dr. Magnus Jjoirned the armed cervices in
1742, Mrs. M. C. Magnus continued to make improvements and
alteraticns ta the facility and converted it to a aursing
home . By 1942, after the comstruction of the two—-ztory brick
tuilding which now stands to the west of the barr, the
facility had reached 2 total size of cuver one hundred beds.

Atter 1742, operation of the farm was passed to Mr. A. B,
Magnus, Jr., elde=zt of the Magnus’ thres sons. Mr. Magnus,
Jr. continyed to operate the nursing home and to make
additions, improvements, and alterations to the facility.
Luring this period, the barn continued to be used for its
eriginal purpose. Milk, cream, and butter freom the dzairy
cos, along with egge, stewing chickens, and wegetables from
the gardsn were provided for the rezidents of the nursing
tome ., Surveyszs cempleted in 15975 and 19327 show that the round
barn had two separste long frame shed structurss attached,
one to the north and aone to the exst., These curvewe alen
chow that two multi-story brick and frame recidences were
located just to the scuttiwest of the barn.

The +arm was sold by the Magnue family to the Lutheran
Gemeral Heazlth Care Syctem in 19836, Constructieon on the
residenttal buildings began shortly thereczafter. In 1%a%,
the twe frame shed structures attached to the barn, &long
with the two residential structures located just to the
southwest of the barn, were removed to facilitate the
development of the property. Yet, s=ince the purchass of the
cite b» the Lutheran General Health Care System, the barn
itselt has been maintained and unaltered, and is presently
used for storage. The barn iz the only remxining beilding
trom the original farm. It is the intent of the cwner to
restore or rehzbilitate the barn for use by the rezicdents or
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the owner, and as a continued architectural focus for the
entire development.

The approximate date of 1710 for the construction of the
barn was arrived at by analyzing the available land plats
and comparing them to the zvxilable bicgraphical informaticon
an the percons who maintained ownership of the land cwer
these »ears, The earliest available plat which indicates =
structure on the property is dated 1875, But the
construction materials and methods uszed on the barn indicate
that 1t is not that old. The last available land plat from
that era ie dated 1710, the =ame vear that the census was
taken identify»ing E. Wheeler as 2 farmer, civil engineer,
and surveyor. Thie plat indicates thxt the ztructure which
tirst appeared on the 1875 plat is =till in the <same
location, with no additional structures or alterations to
the =ite. It is most 1iKely that the barn was constructed
sometime =haortly after the land plat of 1510,

It ie conceivable that E. Wheeler may have besr Familiar
with the work of the Agriculitura! Zupsriment Station at the
Hoiwersity of [1lincis and other scieptific agricul turz]
principles through his assaciation with the Unjted States
Department of &gricul ture as cutlined in his obi tuary, and
file occupations as both a farmer xnd civil engineer ze
cutlined in the census records. The construction materials
and methods of the barn are also comparable to thoee of
cther round barns documented in previous National Register
nominaticon formse as cutlined below. The €ize, design, and
canstruction materials and methods uzed on the barn bear
strikKing resemblance to those of other round barns Known to
have been bBuilt in I1linois around 1510,

L1}
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Hicstoric Context

The Wheeler-Magnue Round Barn can ke wiewed im the context
of other round barne in Illinois already lizted on the
Nationzxl Fegister. As stated in the Thematic Group
Nominztion of Reound Barns in Illinois, 1782 and 1583, the
round barns in Illincis represent a manifecstation of the
application of scientific principles ta American
agriculture, having been promoted by the Agricul turxl
Experiment Station at the Unjiversity of Il1linci=s in Urbara.
The national trend of application of scientific principies
to agriculture began in the mid-nineteenth century at Yale
Urniversity., IMltinois joined this national trend with the
creation of the Geological Survey in 1851, In 1847, the
Unijversity of I1limoci= in Urbana cpened in opart to teach
scientific farming., The Agricultural Experiment Station was
opened in 1288 to help convey this new information to
farmers arcund fthe =tate,

Wilbur . Fraeer, chief of dairy husbandry at the =tztion,
publlizhed two bulletins on round barns: Mo, 143: Econcmy of
the Round Earp (rFebruary, 157102 ang Wa. 230: The Faund EBarn
LSeptember, 1¥18), Fraser believed that the round barm was
the most practicsl and profitzble barn twpe for uze on &
dairy farm. Fraser’e writings were part of a larger movemert
&t the turn of the century ta improve farming through the
dissemination of scientific information through published
materiale,

The Thematic Group Nomination of Found Sarme in I1lincise
notes that the popularity of reound harns decreaced as the
use of mechanized farm equipment znd prefabricated barn
structures incressed. The mechanical equipment was designed
primarily for vse in <quare or rectangular barns and did not
prove coszt effective for wse in roumd Barnzs. A declins in
the uze of handecrafted materiale znd the nmew popularity of
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machine-made products made the use of prefahbricated barn
structures more frequent,

The Wheeler-Magnue Round Barn is most similar tea three barns
inciuded in the Thematic Group Nomination of Round Earns in
I1linois. These three barns are the Leek FRound Barn, the
fFehr Round Barn, and the Harbach Round Barn. These barns
were eaxch conztructed circa 1710 (the zctual date of the
Hartach Barn is unknownd. Each barn has 2 poured concrete
toundation, and each lacke a rentral =silo. The lofts in
theses barne are supported on variations of a central column
from which floor jolists radiate towzrds the cuter walls,
which are finished with droap siding in all three casec. Like
the Wheeler-Magnus Round EBarn, the Fehr xmd Harbaxch barns
have a =zingle hip rocf emploring = Floating purlin evztem to
support their clear span, unobsiructed lofts. Thes=e thres
round barns provide & specific historic context in which the
Wheeler-Magnus Round Barn can ke ewvzluated.

Evaluztion

The Wheeler-Magnus Round Barn is representative of &
Building type which illustrates the applicaticn of
scientific principles to the field of aoricul ture, Al though
Pt is clear that such an application is present, the scurcge
of all specific influences iec not clear. Faos construction
detzils, -2uch as the flocating purlin s stem, indicate the
influerice of the Baricultural Ezperiment Station =zt the
University of Illinais and Wilbur J. Fraser’z bulletins on
round barns. Yet the lack of 2 central sile indicates some
degree of independence from the recommendations -f the
Station, The barn alsc appears to be influenced o s ome
earlter building traditions in the uyse of iag calumns tao
support the loft., And thisc tradition seems zomewhat
incongrucus in a building canztructed following the most
recent scientific trenmds. Although unusual, thece wvariaticonme
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are most likely» due to the reguiremente or restrictions of
the cwner and builder, rather than any deliberate variation
trom the recommended scientific methods of the time.

The Wheeler—Magrus Found Barn possesses integrity of
location and dezign., The barn has not been meved and ne
major alterations to the basic form of the barn have been
made. The setting in which the barn is presently located is
different from its criginal setting, wet great effort has
been made to preserve & rural character in the area
immedixtely surrounding the barn. The barn possesces
integrity of materials and workmanship as well. @l) original
materials, including the concrete foundation, drop =iding,
and wood framing are =till present. The original workmanship
is alsa =till presenmt in the exposed and uwnaltered
structural =ystem of the barn., Integrity of fexling and
location l<c alsa represented inm the bheelerMagnue Found
Barnm., Through its prezent passive use as a storage facility,
the barn svokeszs & sense of itz criginal feeling and
gszcCiation,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

A Circular arex with & 20 foot radiue taken from the center
point of the barn.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundaries include the land which has been hicstorically
associxted with the Wheeler-Magrnus Round Earn.




