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street & number See map. not for publication

city, town Oak Park -LJIA vicinity of

state Illinois code OlZ- county Cook . code O3]

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status , Present Use

XXX district ———— public _X_occupied — agriculture — _ museum

— building(s) ____ private — unoccupied XXX commercial — park

__ structure XXX both ____work in progress xxx educational XXX private residence

—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment XXX religious

—— object —in process - yes: restricted XXX government —_scientific

being considered -X_ yes: unrestricted —industrial ___ transportation

NIA —_no ___ military —__ other:

4. Owner of Property

name multiple public and private.

street & number

city, town &[A vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Recorder of Deeds, Cook County Courthouse

street & number 118 North Clark Street

city, town Chicago state Illinois

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title see Section #7 has this property been determined eligible? ____yes X _no

date XXXipderal XXXgiate __ county ~=Xlocal

depository for survey records

city, town state
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and/or common SAME

2. Location

street & number See map. Mlérnot for pubtication

city, town Oak Park AJA vicinity ot

state Illinois code OIZ. county Caok code O3]

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

XXX district — public _X_occupied — agriculture —— museum

— building(s} . private — unoccupied XXX commercial — park

—— Structure XXX both — work in progress - X=X educational XXX private residence

— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment XXX reiigious

—_ object —in process —_ yes: restricted XXX government — scientific
being considered X yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation

N]A no —— military - other:

4. Owner of Property

name multiple public and private.

street & number

HJA vicinity of

city, town

state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

Recorder of Deeds, Cook County Courthouse

street & number

118 North Clark Street

city, town Chicago

state Illinois

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title see Section #7 has this property been determined eligible? ___yes X no
date XXXtederal XXXgtate ___ county XXX ocal
depository for survey records

state

city, town




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent —— deteriorated _X unaltered A original site .
_X good —ruins- _X altered —_.moved date _ A L&

—fair —— unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Summary Statement

Residential structures and a fairly spacious suburban character

dominate the District's 539 acres and 1,653 buildings., Spanning the
decades from the the 1870s to the 1920s, the District's residential
architecture embodies a myriad of building styles and types. The

major reorientation of domestic architecture embodied in the District,
from nineteenth-century eclecticism to twentieth-century modernism, was
accompanied by a growing use of stuceo in the place of wood in house
exteriors. The spacious character of the single-family house lots is
enhanced by wide parkway lawns between the street and the sidewalks.

The streets are laid out in a grid pattern. The District's single-
family residence areas are bounded by streets lined with brick apartment
buildings. Rising from two to four stories,the apartments were built .
for the most part between 1905 -and 1929. An important physical aspect
of the District is its alternating quality between busy apartment-lined
streets and quiet single~family areas. The District alsa includes many
of Oak Park's finest religious and commercial buildings, ranging in style
from Romanesque to Prairie School modern. The overall integrity and
historic character of the District has been well preserved.
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Geograghz

The Ridgeland-Oak Park Histeric District eccupies a flat plain
of glacial till lying nine miles west of Lake Michigan and dewntown
Chicage. The nearly level natural setting is breken only by a low
terminal moraine rising slightly under the course of Lake Street in
the western part of the District. The area's geography, perhaps, an
inspiration of the creative designs of Prairie Scheol architects,
provided ne real obstacle to human. settlement. Artesian wells,’
railread transpertation, and Chicage's boeming growth facilitated the
area's emergence in the late-nineteenth-century as a major
residential suburb. ‘ T -

Residential Architecture

The numereus detached, single-family residences built in the district
prier to 1900 were constructed primarily of weoed and are generally
2.2-1/2 steries; these include several fine examples of Gothic.
Revival cottages and Italianate houses frem the 1870s and 1880s.
(photos #4,5,6) Exuberant and" spatially cemplex Stick style and Queen
Anne frame houses from the 18808 and 1890s line many of the streets.
(photos #7,8,9,10,11) These fine " examples of Victerian homes are
lecated throeugheut the district; in general, beth in terms of number
and quality, the highest concentration ef these hemes were built
along the streets west of East Avenue. A few distinctive rows of
attached stone and brick single-family heuses incorperating
Romanesque motifs in their street facades, were built in the District
in the 1890s. , '

Around 1900, as the populatien and settled area of the District
rapidly expanded, many of the new single-family detached homes
assumed new forms and materials. Eschewing the earlier designs which
incorporated histerically~derived style and ornament and turning to
the rooted principles and traditions ef compesitien, propoertion and
symmetry, architects and builders helped effect a major stylistie
transition. The District, containing Frank Lleyd Wright's Unity
Temple, lacks examples of his own mature Prairie Scheol residential
designs which are found in abundance in the Frank Lleyd
Wwright/Prairie Scheel Architecture Historie Distriect adepted in 1972.
However, the District does bear the unmistakeable imprint of the
Prairie School's modern architecture in its post-1900 houses. Around
1900 many Prairie Schoel architects, and builders who popularized
their woerk, began filling the area with simple, quiet, formal
rectangular houses with more symmetrical disposition of parts,
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than had characterized the late Vieterian homes. While a few brick
homes were constructed, the more common use of light colored stucco
te cover either part or all ef the heuse's exterior wall surface
marked a transitien in building material and texture as striking as
the stylistie reorientation.

The medern residential buildings in the District tended to
preserve the 2 and 2-1/2 Story plan of earlier residences; yet, it
did, in some cases, accommodate different building forms. Promoted
primarily by the 0ak Park builder R. G. Hanceck, some medest 1-1/2
stery, stucco, Califernia-style bungalows (such as those along the
300 block of Nerth Tayler Avenue built in 1913) did appear in the
Distriet. They represented an extreme in the simplifying tendencies
of modern design. Mere importantly, maintaining the same dver-all
exterior form of the medern stucceo single-family residence, the
two-flat, double decker, detached residence appeared in the distriect
after 1900, Cleverly-designed and disguised as 3 single-family home,
the two-flat apartment settled harmoniously and, in many cases,
unnoticed inte blocks of single-family residences. The detached
single-family and two-family houses generally eccupy the center of
rectangular lots with 50 foot street frontages and depths of from 150
feet to 175 feet:

The numereous apartment buildings censtructed in the Distriet
between 1905 and 1929 tempered but did net destrey its pervasive
suburban character. The apartment buildings are between 2 and 4
stories. Ranging 1in coler from white, to yellow, to red, to brown,
the apartment buildings are Nearly all constructed of brieck. In
Seeking a harmenious suburban landscape, many builders and architects
included in their apartment building designs a variety of elements
from the centemperary detached single-family house: tile roofs,
perches, sun reoms, bay windews, half-timbering, casement windews,
and geometrical ornament. Features of the then moedern Prairie Scheel
architecture were intreduced inte some of the apartment buildings., As
the District's residential lets filled-up in the 1910s, censtructien
of detached residences declined precipitously. Hewever, the 1920s
apartment ceonstructien proceeded and even intensified,. Replacing
earlier single-family heuses, the apartment buildings quite often
constituted a second generation of building on their Sites. Larger
apartment buildings with Several separate entrances arranged along eor
around landscaped courtyards developed between abouyt 1915 and 1929,
The 1920s buildings centinued to incorporate contemporary stylistic
elements from domestic architecture. Thus, while the detached
residences do not reflect the general return to sytlistie revivalism,
the Distriet's apartment houses of the 1920s contain surface
ornaments characteristie of Tuder, Medieval, and Classical

architecture.
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Civie, Religious and Commercial Buildings.

Suburban residents often looked beyond their residential
structures for a sense of neighborheed and community. Civie,
religious, and commercial buildings eccupied visible and central
spots in the suburban 1landscape. The District encompasses majer
example of these buildings. S e

The Distriet's ecclesiastical architecture includes numerous
architectural styles and building materials. The church buildings
range from W.C. Williamsen's First Presbyterian (now Calvary) Church
(1898-1902) (phote #1) built 4in Romanesque style ef variously
colored, split, granite beulders te Frost & Granger's Cuyler Avenue
Methodist Churech (1903-1914) built 1in English Gethic style of red
granite, to Henry Schlack's St. Edmund's Church (1909-1910) built in
French Gethic of Bedford 1limestone to Frank Lleyd Wright"s fameus
Unity Temple (1905-8) built in beld modern style of reinferced
concrete. The Distriet's religieus School buildings cemplement the
churches. The publiec scheels, Eben E. Roberts!’ impesing c¢lassical
revival Munieipal Building. (1903-1904),(phete #2) and the impesing
moderne pest office designed by White & Weber (1931) represent the
Community's civie and secular commitments to goed gevermment and
public educatien. : o C =

. Unlike the churches which are located en cerner lets in both the
business and residential sectiens of the Distriet, the significant
commercial structures are located primarily in concentrated nedes,
determined initially by accessibility to the railread statiens aleng
the Chicage and Nerthwestern Railway. Built between 1890 and 1929,
the major commercial buildings are censtructed ef brick and stene and
are frem two to four stories. They follew a general plan ef cembining
commercial/retail stores on the first fleer with office and/or
apartment space above. The outstanding exceptien te the pattern is
Roy Hetchkiss' 10-story design fer the Medical Arts Building (1929),
(phote #3) faced in white concrete and green terra cetta. The
Distriet's significant commercial structures, 1like the churches,
present broad stylistic variety, William J. Van Keuren's S. S. Niles
Building (1890-1894), designed for a bank and steres below and
offices and flats above, adopted restrained Romanesque motifs and
juxtapesed brick with heavy stone lintels and carved stone ornament.
Patton & Fisher's Cicero Gas Company building (1893), listed on the
Natienal Register, along the District's major commercial street, Oak
Park Avenue, merged Romanesque arches at street level with a gale,
corner tower, and brackets familiar in the Queen Anne designs of
their Oak Park residential work. Patton, Fisher and Miller's design




X OME No. W2 -00ne
g:smFum 10-$00-2 Exp. 0~-1-84
United States Department of the interior

National Park Service

National Registér of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number 7 Page 5

for the Scoville Bleck (1899), a building cembining commercial,
offices and sleeping rooms, was tepped with a piteched terra cotta
tile roef and a dramatic series of stepped Dutech gables. (phote #3)
Eben E. Roberts' design for the Second Scoville Building (1907-08),
listed on the . Natienal Register, contained stores, offices and a
Masenic Hall in the general forms and massing familiar to the Prairie
School; T. R. Bishep's design fer a twe-story enameled brick
commercial bleck, rimmed with foliated trim (1922) at 200-212 South
Marion alse extended modern design and style te Oak Park's commercial

architecture.

Lawns, Parkways, and the Streetscape.

The significance of the Histeric District hinges not only en its

individual structures but en the orderly integration of its diverse

building types and styles inte a fairly harmenieus suburban plan.

Despite the diversity of building ¢types, the ordered relation ef

buildings te each ether and to the framework of the streetscape
fosters a striking harmony. '

The subdivisien of land, the platting ef streets and the sale eof
building 1lots in the Distriect proceeded accerding te the grid system
corresponding te the 1785 United States rectangular survey of
townships and sectiens. 1In the nearby western suburb of Riverside,
roughly contemperary with Oak Park and Ridgeland, the cerperate
contrel of 1,600 acres of land permitted Olmsted and Vaux te layeut a
curvilinear street system in 1869. The primary purpese of the
curvilinear plan te set the cemmunity apart from the city and its
grid plan. In centrast, develepers in Oak Park and Ridgeland relied
on the traditienal and more familiar grid plan teo ceordinate the
settlement of much smaller land hoeldings over the ceurse of the
years. Thus, the suburban cemmunity intended to arise as a linked but
distinet part ef the e¢ity, replicated the city's deminant land
divisioen. In 1892, changing the names of several east-west streets to
correspond with the names of the main cennecting Chicage streets, Oak
Park and Ridgeland became even more closely identified with the
Chicage grid.

Despite the repetitioen of Chicage's grid and street names, the
spacious right-of-ways and broad parkway lawns in the Distriet
Successfully create a more suburban residential character. Two
standard right-of-ways {the total distance between opposite
let-lines) prevail in the District. All east-west streets and the
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north-south streets 1located west of Oak Park Avenue have 66-foot
right-of-ways., The District's other right-of-ways are 80 feet in
width. After dedicating a 30-foot wide strip for actual street paving
and two b5~-feot wide cement sidewalks, 3space remained for generous
parkway lawns, between the sidewalk and the street, which range from
12 to 20 feet. These 1landscaped parkways arose with the earliest
subdivisions and prevailed 1inte the twentieth century. The eonly
modifications came when the widths of Wiscensin, Oak Park, Ridgeland
Avenues and Washington Boulevard were widened teo 38 feet--removing 417_

feet from each parkway.

After 1902, many Oak Park propesals and erdinances aimed at city .-
beautification and attempted te maintain the spaciousness of the:
parkways. Owned by the Village, the care of parkway lawns became thée
responsibility of the abutting let owner. Trees and grass line the
parkways; however, shrubbery was banned from these strips. The .
telephone and pewer lines and poles which intruded upen the parkways -
at the turn-of-the-century were meved out of sight in the next few
decades; they were placed in culverts and en telephone peles in the -
public alleys which bisect mest of the District's blecks. The street . .
lawns and parkways, presenting a highly visible image of lelsure;
domesticity and natural spacieusness contrast rather sharply with the .

alleyways where stables, and later garages, garbage dispesal, -
telephene peles and wires were cencentrated and hidden. .

The District's street 1light design supperts the coentinuity ef
the streetscape created by the parkway plan. Replacing earlier arc -
lights and overhead wires. The present light standards and lanterns
were installed in 1926 and 1927. The wires are placed in underground
culverts. The octagonal cast-brenze lanterns, 32 inches high and 16
inches 1in diameter, tepped with ornamental finials, are supperted by
grey reinferced concrete standards, 13 feet high. The lights are from
120 to .150 feet apart and are arranged in a staggered cenfiguratien
on oppesite sides eof the streets. The busier east-west streets:
Seuth, Pleasant, Randelph, Washingten, as well as Ridgeland, Oak Park
and Austin have newer 30-foot high concrete poles with 8-foet steel

arms.
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The Elevated Track.

The 1907 elevation abeve grade of the Chicage and Nerthwestern
Railway tracks, located between North and Seuth Beulevard, created a
continuous, 1lofty presence in Oak Park and the District. The track
looms especially large in the otherwise level landscape. The cencrete
retaining wall is incised with shallow arcaded metif. It terminates
the nerthward view aleng most of the District's noerth- south streets.
The elevated track, despite its numerous underpasses, does interrupt
Oak Park's architectural landscape and prevides an obvious beundary -
for the Histeorie District. The District extends north of the elevated
track at Oak Park Avenue and between Cuyler and Harvey Avenues.. In
beth places, higher structures on the nerth side of the tracks,
previde some ceontinuity between separate sectiens ef the Distriect.
Since 1962, the elevated track, has accemmedated the Lake Street
elevated (Chicage Transit Autherity) track which earlier ran at grade:
aleng Seuth Boulevard. .

Altheugh concerns fer public safety and eperating-efficiency,
rather than aesthetics or symbelism, determined the track elevatien,
the preject gave the raillroad a visual deminance in Oak Park whish
symbelized 1its central rele in the area's develepment as a cemmuting
suburb ef Chicage. The determining force of railway transpert in-
early community growth is architecturally recalled in the car barns
and power plant ef the Cicere and Provise Street Railway Ce.
(1892--presently used as the garage of the West Towns Bus Company)
and in Lake Street Elevated transformer building at 117 Seuth Lombard
(1903--presently used as a residence and artist studie). ‘

Building Sites and Cennections: The District's Order.

The relatien of buildings te each other and te the spacieus
framework embodied in the street plan also festers a certain harmeny
and unity in the Distriet plan. Detached residences from all perieds
generally were constructed 30 to 50 feet back frem the front lot line
on green lawns which nicely cemplement and extend the parkway lawns.
The depth of the lots in relation to the size of the houses made it
easy for house builders to ebserve a fairly uniferm building line. In
a let pattern dependent on easy access te the railway, the less
generous width of lots provided foer a desirable level oeof
concentration and gave 15 to 20 feet of separatioen between adjacent
houses. The stables, garages, and alleys at the rear of the lets,
generally eliminated the need to break up parkway strips and side
yards with driveways.
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The District's 1larger apartment buildings occupy a greater
percentage of their lots than the detached residences do. In seme
cases, the apartment bullding ebserves the building line of adjacent
detached residences, More commonly, the apartment buildings have
smaller lawn areas between the wall and the let line. The largest
apartment buildings have wings clese to the leot line and yet often
incorperate lawns, plants, and trees inte their midst with landscaped
courtyards. The parkways and lawns complement the demestic references
of the architecture 1itself te distinguish many ef these apartment
buildings frem the lot-line walls and greater formality ef their meore

urban counterparts.

The most striking feature ef the District's streetscape and the
relation of the buildings to each other is their relative order,
achieved through a zening system ef districting. The District's
business and apartment buildings are net randomly scattered among
detached residences. In a planned erder cedified by the 1921 Zening
Ordinance, certain streets are set aside for apartment heuses, and
others for detached -residences. The subsequent cencentratien of large
apartment buildings initiated rather striking centrasts in the
District's streetscape. In several areas of the district turning a
corner leads one frem a cerrider ef bustling, high-density apartments
inte the midst ef a quiet, suburban, demestic street. The alternating
character, and balance, of apartment er Dbusiness cerridors and
suburban streets is highly unusual and quite successfully achieved in
the Distriet. _ :

Beundaries and Centainers.

The Distriect can be cenceptualized as a centainer--bread areas
of detached residences are contained and surreunded by narrower
strips given ever 1largely te apartment buildings. On the west
apartments line Maple Avenue and to a lesser extent Wisconsin Avenue,.
On the seuth, apartment buildings line Washingten Beulevard (phete
#13) creating a streng beundary nearly as consistent and visible as
the elevated track embankment at South Boulevard which centains a
large part eof the District on the North. On the east, Austin Avenue's
line of apartments, (photo #19) share a continuity of form, style and
fabric with Washington Beulevard. In the section of Ridgeland nerth
of the elevated track, the Austin Avenue line of apartments is backed
by the apartments aleng North Humphrey Avenue. Commercial and
apartment bulldings along Seuth Oak Park Avenue present a narrow
break in the detached residential areas whiech these other
apartment-lined streets generally enclose.
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Given the vagaries of tewn develepment, the cencept of the
District as a container provides a useful but semewhat idealized
generalizatien. First, there are apartment buildings lecated in other
sections of the district, ameng detached residences; they are only
concentrated at the periphery of the District. Second, the Maple,
Washington, Austin corriders are not built-up selidly with large
apartment buildings; there is a mixture of small detached residences

aleong these streets. Finally, there are detached residences, both: ' .

singly and in groups, of fairly high quality, which are adjacent te,

but not contained by the zening envelope's apartment boundaries. Fer
example, the histeric district beundaries are drawn te include John
S. Van Bergen's W.H. Griffith House (1913, 418 Seuth Harvey), (pheate
#16) Frank Lleyd Wright's G. W, Smith House (1895-1898, 404 Home.
Avenue), (phote #26) Charles E. White's C. W. Austin Heuse (1905, 420
Clinton Avenue) and Eben E. Roberts' F. W. Hall Heuse (1904-5, 412
Clinten) all ef which are lecated south of the Washingten Beulevard
corrider. The seuthern beundary thus often dips belew the Washingten
Boulevard 1line to take in certain blecks of detached residences; it-
is pulled back to the Beulevard at ether peints to exclude many mere
recent apartments of a quite intrusive character. Similarly, the
sectien of Ridgeland north ef the elevated track encompasses several
Gethic cottages and neteworthy blecks of stucce residences but lacks
the articulated, contained beundary of the main bedy ef the district. -

Outside the boundary, in pertiens of the Distriet, sharp
discentinuity 1in building style and type is evident. The sectien of
Forest Park west of Harlem Avenue and the District's west boundary.
lacks the Victerian architecture of the Oak Park sectien and has nene
of the orderly integration ef detached residences and apartments
characterizing the Histeric District. Harlem Avenue, itself, lined
with autometive service and fast feed establishments, presents a
quite distinct beundary to the west. Madisen Street, the first street
south of the seuth boundary ef the district, censtitutes a similarly
abrupt : change in building type and landscape plan. This street is a
majer vehicular transpertation artery from Chicage, 120 feet wide,
and is bordered for much of its length by an autemetive strip lacking
any architectural merit (even as far as autemotive strips ge). The
residential areas south eof Madisen Street consist primarily eof
single-family detached houses occupying smaller lets. There are a
number of fine streetscapes in this area, such as the Hulbert-built
section on Clinten and Kenilworth Streets, but the overall quality of
architecture 1is semewhat 1less than that of the Historie District.
This is alse the case with the nerthern boundary nerth of Superioer
Street and Chicage Avenue. A major pedestrlan mall has mauled and
compromised the histerie character of the Lake and Marien Streets
business center, adjacent to the western section of the district. In
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this area, parking 1lots, ceoncrete, and grey granite pavers, the
medern 1light standards, and the clumps of landscape more closely
resemble an enclosed shepping mall than the histeric character of the
commercial buildings and streets included in the District.

The Distriet beundaries nerth of Lake Street, west of North
Cuyler Avenue, and east of Austin Avenue do net outline areas eof
sharp discentinuity er distinction between the landscape inside and
outside of the District. Rather they define the berders of an
existing and of an anticipated histeric district. Nerth of Lake
Street and west ef Nerth Cuyler and Nerth Ridgeland avenues, the
Historic District 1s 1in close preximity te the Natienal Register's
Frank Lleyd Wright/Prairie Scheol of Architecture Histeric District.
This area encompasses a wealthier residential district. It centains
some Victeorian and medern homes of higher architectural merit than ]

these in the Histeriec District; nevertheless, the centinuities of
ferm and asseciatien are manifest. Zoned as a detached residence
district, the already established Oak Park Histeric District lacks
the alternating character eof city and suburb, tewn and ceountry, and
the range eof buillding ferms and types which exist in the Histeriec
District reviewed here.

It 1s anticipated that a pertien ef the Austin neighberheed ef
Chicage, lecated just east of Austin Avenue, will seen be fermally
presented as an histeric distriet. It centains significant
architectural and histerical asseciatiens with the District's
Ridgeland and Oak Park area. These areas developed simultaneously as
Western Suburbs ef Chicago. Ceontiguous sites and the Chicage and
Northwestern Railway tracks united them physically, Pelitically, they
were merged and incerperated in Cicere tewnship until 1899. Builders,
community leaders, and architects; fer example, F. A. Hill, Henry
Austin, and Frederick Schock worked en beth sides of Austin Avenue,
which in 1902, became Oak Park's eastern beundary. William Drummend's
First Congregatienal Church ef Austin (1904-08, cerner of Midway Park
and Waller) shares stylistic similarities with Wright’s Unity Temple.
Many of the extraerdinarily fine late-nineteenth-century detached
houses 1lining Midway Park, Race, and Ohie streets and Central Avenue
echo the Victerian structures located within the Histeric District.
Similar structures are also located seuth of the elevated track;
however, here the streets of Austin evidence a mere randem, less
ordered s Juxtapesition of detached residences and apartment
structures than is found in the Histeric District, west of Austin
Avenue. The Midway Gardens Apartments, 440 North Austin, the West
Suburban Hespital, and other asseciations, structure s, and areas of
the Histeric District will harmeniously cennect inte the anticipated
Austin historic district east of the Austin Avenue boundary.
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Representation in Surveys

A total of 141 buildings in the District are listed in one eor
more of the following architectural surveys: National Register of
Histerie Places (4); Illineis Histeric Structures Survey (41);
Hasbrouck-Sprague Survey (76); Steiner: Viecterian Oak Park (13);
Sprague: Prairie School Oak Park (7).

Intrusive and Nencontributing Structures

The Distriet's structures retain a very high degree of their
original design and character. In general, they are in a goed state
of repair with few intrusive alterations er additiens evident on the-
exterier. Where such intrusions er damaged integrity exists, it
usually takes the form of asbestes or aluminum siding. However, even
with changed siding, the houses’ massing and preservatien ef the
streetscape make them contributing structures. The District includes-

——

ne known or significant archeeological sites. Structures considered teo
be non-centributing intrusiens are generally lecated en the periphery
of the Distriet, and where pessible, Mhave been excluded by- the
configuratien ef the beundary. .Intrusive -structures within the
distriet are not ones which have been altered but enes which have
been designed in the last thirty-five years im a style and material
quite out of context with the District's earlier buildings. These
i{ntrusions are for the mest -part recently censtructed apartment
buildings and cenvenience steres. In 1930, the District was selidly
built-up and utilized as it is teday; the limited number of intrusive
structures are enes which depart from the architectural patterns
established in the 1late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries,
when the District teok en its present form and significance.
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The follewing abbreviations are used to indicate building type:

a = apartment building; ¢ = commercial structure; h =
house/residence.

Lake Street:
48c; 246¢; 260c¢; 300c¢; 326-328¢; 332¢; 701¢; 805-809c¢; 835¢,
North Austin Boulevard: |
138a; 234a, 312a, 3205; 464a,
Nerth Cuyler Avenué:
131-133a.
North Humphrey Avenue:
162a, sec Humphrey & Erie c.
North Lombard Avenue:
165h.
Noerth Tayler Avenue:
179h.,
Pleasant Place:
1025a.
Pleasant Spreet:
9u3a;‘1120 Carleton Moter Inn Additien.
Randelph Street:
1025a; 1037-1039a; 1033-1035a.
South Clinton Avenue:
33%a.
Seuth Cuyler Avenue:

3013
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Seuth East Avenue:

134h; 333a.
Seuth Elmwoed Avenue:

109a; 400-404a; u405-409a,
Seuth Eueclid Avenue:

106c; 300h; 422-429a.
South Grove Avenue:

120a; u401a.
Seuth Harvey Avenue:

311h; 313h; 421a.

South Home Avenue:
200a; 300a.

Seuth Kenilwerth Avenue:
100¢; 125a; 135a.
Seuth Maple Avenue: _ | _ | oo
201a; 250a; 300a; 337a. :
South Marien Street:
255¢.
Seuth Oak Park Avenue:
150;; 209a; 216-220a; 224a; 240a; 245a.
Seuth Ridgeland Avenue:
104-112¢; 301c.
South Wesley Avenue:
143h; 144h; 300h,
South Wiscensin Avenue:

328a; 3125-327a.
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South Boulevard:
102a; 259c¢; 301c; 321-329e¢; 403c; 433-451c¢; U59a; 601=-611a;

651a; 653-655a; 661e; 711e; T15e¢; 811c; 935a. o

Washingten Beulevard:

25T7a; 264-266a; U2Ba; U4da; US4-US6a; 500a; 652a; 658-660a;
710a; 720a; 800a; 950a; 1103-1107a.



Address

440 N,

518 N.

102 Cli
120 C1li
138 Cli
200-08

211 Cli
305 C11
309 C11
321 Cli
329 Cli
410 Cli
412 C1i
420 C11

143 N,
144 N,
171 N.
230 N.
418 N.
419 N.
201 8.
202 8.
204 S,
304 s.
325 3.

108-12
127 S.
130 S,
141 S,
145 3.
205 S.
308 s.
315 S.

113 8.
138 S.
211 8.
213 8.
214 S,
138 3.
143 8.
241 S.
314 S.

126 S,
201 S.
214 S.
324 S,
405 S.

List of Properties of Special Significance
Ridgeland-Oak Park.Hisgoringistrict

Austin
Austin
nton
nton
nton
Clinton
nton
nton
nton
nton
nton
nton
nton
nton

Cuyler
Cuyler
Cuyler
Cuyler
Cuyler
Cuyler
Cuyler
Cuyler
Cuyler
Cuyler
Cuyler

S. East
East
East
East
East
East
East
East

Elmwood
Elmwood
Elmwood
Elmwood
Elmwood
Elmwood
Elmwood
Elmwood
Elmwood

Euelid
Euclid
Eueclid
Euclid
Euclid

Type

Arch./Bldr.

M-F
Hosp
S-F
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Johnson Bros.#®
E.E.Roberts

H.G. Fiddelke
Willet & Pashley

Wm., J. VanKeuren
E. E. Roberts

E.E. Roberts
C.E. White

Frost & Granger
E.E. Roberts

d.S. -Van Bergen

E.E. Roberts

Patton & Fisher

E.E. Roberts
E.E. Roberts
E.E. Roberts

E.E. Roberts

G.W. Maher

C. Kristen
E.E. Roberts
Wm.J.VanKeuren




Address
330 8. Euclid

102 S. Grove
106 S. Grove
139 S, Grove
140 S, Grove
201 5. Grove
209 S. Grove
234 S. Grove
235 S. Grove
237 5. Grove
303 3. Grove
309 3. Grove
417 8. Grove
139 N. Harvey
143 N. Harvey
167 N. Harvey

407 N. Harvey
127=33 S.Harvey
136 S.Harvey
418 S.Harvey
100-10 Home
112-14 Home
200-08 Home
210 Home

217 Home

237 Home

241 Home

251 Home

265 Home

304 Home

4o4 Home

131 S.Humphrey
228 S.Humphrey
229 S.Humphrey
303 S.Humphrey

130 S.Kenilworth
138 S.Kenilweorth
142 S.Kenilworth

259 Lake
310 Lake
400-04 Lake
641 Lake
655 Lake
715 Lake
815-21 Lake
875 Lake
901 Lake
931 Lake
949 Lake

1
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M-F

Arch Bldr.
Wm.J.VanKeuren

J.S.VanBergen
J.S5.VanBergen

H.G.Fiddelke
L.A.Weage®
L.A.Weage®

H.H.Richards

J.S5.VanBergen
Wm.J.VanKeuren
Willet&Pashley
PattonikFisher
George Maher

E.E.Roberts

F.L.Wright

W.A.Arnold

F.R.S3chock
Patton&Miller
E.E. Reberts
R.J. Hotchkiss
F.L.Wright
White & Weber
W.G.Williamson
Wm. B. Pruyn

Page 2

Date
1895

1893
1913
c.1876
c.1888

1887
1894
1889
1908

1905
1908

1912
1906
1914
1891
1892
1892
1898
c.1852
1907
1908
1895

1914




Address

201-7 S.Lombard

121 S. Maple
255-57 S.Maple
313-19 S.Maple
329 S.Maple

200=12 3.Marion
227 S.Marion

115 N.OakPark
116-34 N. O.P.
121=-37 N. O.P.
188 S. Oak Park
208 8. Oak Park
237 S. QOak Park

202 Pleasant
206 Pleasant
208 Pleasant
210 Pleasant
214 Pleasant
932-54 Pleasant

419 Randolph

135-41N.Rdge'nd
200 S.Rdge'nd
224 S.Rdge'nd
232 S.Rdge'nd

111 S, Scoville
204 S, Scoville
208 S. Scoville
212 S. Scoville

911 South Blvd.
915 South Blvd.
1101 South Blvd
1111 South Blvd

145 S,.Taylor
201 S.Taylor
213 N.Taylor
217 N.Taylor
301 N.Taylor
Bi5-27 S5.Taylor

24-32Wash'gton
38-44Wash'gton
102-104Wash'gton
124=-30Wash'gton
200-04Wash'gton

Type Arch./Bldr.
M=F H.H.Richards
S=F -

M=F —_———

row H.G.Fiddelke
S-F -——

com T.R. Bishop
S-F -—— :

com Patton&Fisher
com PattonkFiasher
com E.E.Roberts
ch. Henry Schock
ch. Henry Schock
S-F -

S-F W.E.Palmer#®
S=F W.E.Palmer®
S-F W.E.Palmer®
S=-F W.E.Palmer®
S-F W.E.Palmer®
M~F G.C. Himelblan
S-F -

M=F F. Schock

M=F -

S=F E.E. Roberts
S-F ———

M=F E.E.Roberts
S-F E.E.Roberts
S-F E.E.Roberts
S=F E.E.Roberts
S=-F -—

S-F -

com Wm.J.VanKeuren
com E.E.Roberts
M=F -———

M-F -

S-F -

S~F -

S-F H.K.Holsman
M=F H.J.Appelbach
M-F C.E. White,dJr.
M-F Wm. Pruyn

M-F -

M=F C.E.White,dr.
S-F —_——

Page 3

Date

1910

1875

1922

1893
1899
1907
1909
1917
c.1899

1914
1914
1914
1914
1914
1922




Page U
Address Type Arch./Bldr. Date
237-51Wash'gton M-F R.France 1925
302-12Wash'gton M-F Johnson Bros.* 1915
322-32Wash'gton M-F Johnson Bros.* 1915
415 Washington S=F - 1911
447 Washington 3-F -——— -
661 Washington S=F ——— 1907
711-13Wash'gton M~F - ——
715-17Wash'gton . M-F - -
815-21Wash'gton M-F A.F. Colcord 1914
900 Wash'gton Sch. E.E. Roberts 1912
932-42Wash'gton M-F R. France 1921
200 Wesley S-F - 1914
229 Wesley S-F Cicero Hines 1887
236 Wesley 3-f 1904
315 Wesley S-F Wm.J.VanKeuren 1894
320 Wesley S-F -——- -~
309-15 Wisc. M-F E.E. Roberts 1906
329 Wisconsin S-F W.J.VanKeuren 1891
333 Wisconsin 3-F - -
401 Wisconsin 3-F -—— -

CODE
8-F = single-family
M-F = multi-family
com. = commercial
ch, = church
mun. = municipal
sch. = school

* indicated Builder; all others are Architects.




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric __X_ community planning _X landscape architecture religion

—1400-14%9 __ archeology-historic - conservation — . law - SCience

.~ 1500-1599 ___ agriculture — economics —literature —— scuipture

—1600-1699 _X architecture —_ education ~ mititary — social/

—1700-1799 ____art —— engineering —— music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 —_ commerce — expioration/settlement ____ philosophy —  theater

X_ 1900~ —__ communications —_ industry - politics/government  ____ transportation
— invention —— other (specity)

Specitic dates  87p- 929 Builder/Architect  Varios

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Summary Statement.

Architecture and community planning are the Historic District's leading
areas of significance.. Ranging in date from the 1870s to the 1920s,
the District encompasses models of suburban residential architecture
which possess high merit and quality. The District significantly
embodies the major stylistic reorientation of domestic architecture
from nineteenth-century historical eclecticism, captured in the

area's Victorian homes, to twentieth-century modernism, represented

in houses designed by or influenced by Prairie School architects.

The district also includes civic, commercial and religious structures
pPossessing high artistic value. .The largely successful attempts in

the early twentieth century to plan, order and regulate the merging

of the urban apartment building form and the suburban single-family
neighborhood, within the District, represented a significant precedent
in American community planning. Both the architectural and planning
precedents went beyond the local community to share in and influence
national developments. The District's significance most readily meets
National Register criteria & in terms of the broad pattern cf suburban
development it relates to criteria e; on a local level and to some
extent, on .the State and National level, the architects who designed
buildings in the District meet criteria B—"'lives of bersons signifiecant
in our past."
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Suburban Develepment

In 1898, the anoenymous auther of Halley's Pictorial Qak Park
declared "Qak Park history is not strengly marked neor notably
eventful." The author then proceeded: "Cutting down forest trees and
planting ornamental eones, laying out, grading and parking streets,
building sidewalks, constructing ditches, drains and sewers, has been
one constant practice of our peeple. Platting subdivisiens and
putting them in the market has been another. Providing cheap and
frequent means of transportatien to and frem the City of Chicage is
ene particular thing we never lest sight of. Our people have
contributed mest freely and effectually to the providing of scheesls,
churches, literary institutiens and means of recreation. . . .We have
reclaimed the wilderness (and) have set up the standard eof
ecivilizatien."(1) Perhaps net particularly heroic, these
town-building activities, the raising of houses and the develepment
of the community, with its striking ferms and patterns, are precisely
what makes Oak Park histery "netable" and "eventful."

The earliest suburban develepment of QOak Park eriginated in the
18508, when Joseph Kettlestrings, whe had purchased a large tract of
land in 1835 subdivided his land inte house-lots. In 1849, the Galena
and Chicago Unien Railread carried passengers to a statien in Harlem,
now River Forest., Still somewhat remote frem this statien and
Chicage, the Oak Park settlement proceeded slowly. It was not until
1866 that James W. Sceville and M.C. Niles subdivided the first majer
section of the District land seuth ef the railread track. In 1871,
Scoville and William B, Ogden, Mahlan D. Ogden, Joel D. Harvey, and
Josiah Lombard subdivided a large tract of land and underteok street,
sidewalk, tree planting and railread depet imprevements in the
eastern part of the District knewn as Ridgeland. Ridgeland was viewed
as a link between the neighborheed ef Oak Park and the growing suburbd
of Austin 1laid out by Henry Austin in 1866, just east of Ridgeland.
Until 1899, when Austin was annexed to Chicage, Austin, Ridgeland,
Oak Park and other western villages were poelitically united and
incorperated as part of Cicere Tewnship.(2) In 1901, Ridgeland and
Qak Park merged, incorperated, and established local government as
the Village of Oak Park.

In 1872, when Oak Park received its own railroad depot on the
Chicago and Nerthwestern Railway, its rapid emergence as a
residential suburb of Chicage began. In 1877, the railroad was
running thirty-nine trains daily between Qak Park and Chicage; in the
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subsequent year, more railroads and street car lines, with increased
service, came to 1link Oak Park and Chicage. As Chicago grew from a
regional center to a national metropelis Oak Park expanded--frem 500
residents in 1872 to 1,812 in 1890, te 9,353 in 1900, te 20,911 in
19;0’b te 39,585 in 1920. Oak Park thus merged as a leading Chicage
suburb.

The Architects,

Some of the District's oldest remaining heuses dating from the.
1870s and 1880s are Gothic cettages and Italianate houses whese .
builders and architects are unknewn; these include, for example,
Gothic cottages located at 139 and 143 Nerth Harvey avenue and 143,
144 418, 419 North Cuyler Avenue and Italianate style heues at 121
Seuth Maple and 211 Seuth Clinten. '

As Oak Park grew, buildings by Nermand S. Patton and Frank Lleyd
Wright, architects of natienal reputatien, were built in the’
District. Well-known and established Chicage-area architects, many of
whem contributed te the evelution of Prairie School ferms and
stylistic vecabulary alse designed buildings within the District.
Architects represented have 1included Wesley A. Arnold, William:
Drummend, Frank Ellis, Henry G. Fiddelke, Charles S. Frost and Alfred
H. Granger, William Harley, Clicere Hines, Geerge W. Maher, Frederick.
Perkins, Eben E. Reberts, Henry J. Schlacks, Frederick R. Schock,
Robert C. Spencer, Jr., Themas E. Tallmadge and Vernoen S. Watsen;
John S. Van Bergen, William J. Van Keuren, Charles E. White, Jr.,
James H. Willet and Alfred Pashley and W. G. Williamsen. '

The character and architectural significance of the District is
primarily residential and mest of these architects are represented by
residential design. However, in terms of community planning, the
diversity of the Distriet's buildings, outlined in Sectioen #7, should
be kept in mind. In many ways, the design work of Eben E. Roberts,
probably the mest widely represented architect in the Distriet, best
underscores the District's diversity. In the Distriet, Roberts
designed five single~family homes for Isaac N. Conrad (1902, 321
Sesuth Clinten) (phete #22) and Frank W. Hall (1904-5, 412 South
Clinten). He designed single-family and twe-flat houses for
middle-class families built by small investors as well as leading
speculative builders such as F.A, Hill and A. D. Orvis; he designed,
for example, the Orvis heme at 224 Scuth Ridgeland (1907) (photo #24)
and the two-flat apartments at 211, 213 and 214 Seuth Elmwood (1905,
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1905 and 1909 respectively).({photo #25) The "Quadrangle" apartments
(1905, 108-110 Seuth East) {(photo #17) and the "Wisconsin" apartments
(1906, 309-315 South Wiscensin), both designed by Roberts, are two of
the Distriet's nicer apartment buildings. Reberts alse designed major
civie, religious and commercial buildings in the Distriet; these
inelude the Municipal Building (1903-04, Lake Street), (photo #2) the
Scoville Business Bleck {1905, s.w. corner Lake Street and Oak Park
Avenue), the West Suburban Hespital (1911-12), the Playhouse Theater
(1913, 1111 Seuth Beulevard) and the Eueclid Avenue Methedist
Episcopal Church (1921-22, s.w. corner Seuth Euelid Avenue and
Washington Boulevard). These and other non-residential buildings
harmeniously supported and complemented the District's pervasive
residential character.

Viectorian Residences and Individuality

The District's majer Victorian residences, designed largely in
stieck and Queen Anne styles, aimed at visual delight and coemplexity.
The irregular shapes of gables, dormers, overhanging eaves, bay
windows and perches, asymmetrically dispesed, intreduced picturesque
variety into. a fairly uniform natural landscape. Perhaps united in
their exuberance . and deminant wood-frame materials, the designs
strive for 1individual expressien, craftsmanship, and distinctien.
Stylistie accuracy and consistency within the prevalling eclecticism
is ef 1little impertance. Bread porches, bay windews, reugh natural
materials, the interpenetration ef interier and and exterior space
evidence contemperary concerns fer sunlight and health and the view
of the suburban heme as a natural retreat frem the city. The deminant
roof, the pieturesque chimneys, the interlecking masses all embodied
commenly understeed images of heme, health, and family--the
enshrinement of the late-nineteenth- century demestic ideal. The
surface complexity alse emphasized the compartmentalized interlers of
cozy, intimate, demestie space--inglenooks, bay-window seats, sun
rooms, porches. These elements represented impertant symbels eof
family 1life for the middle-class families of Chicage businessmen and
professionals moving inte Oak Park.

W. J. Van Keuren built dezens of Stick and Queen Anne style
houses in the District. He designed heuses for individual clients; he
alse designed speculative housing on his own account and for builders
like F.A. Hill and S. A. Rothermel. Van Keuren's houses lack
unifermly high quality; many of the designs because ¢f less money
and/or less imagination reveal a process by which elements of a high
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quality design are watered-down, filtered, or eliminated in more
modest commissiens. This development leads to a cohesive streetscape
in which shared vecabulary relates through asseciatien, modest houses
to grander ones. Van Keuren's work and the work ef various
subdivisien buildings--F.A. Hill, R. G. Hanceck, J. Kempston and Sen
share this characteristie of filtered grandeur. In houses for A.A.
Adair (1893, 102 Seuth Grove) and H.B. Waterman (1894, 309 Seuth
Clinten) Van Keuren makes interesting use of a rectangular corner
tower, turned at 45 degrees from the orientatien eof the main
rectangular mass eof the house. Van Keuren's houses for H.B. Neyes
(1891, 329 S. Wisconsin), J. E. Davis (1894, 315 S, Wesley), and W.
H. Cribben (1895, 330 S. Euclid) are three of his more interesting
designs in the District. :

Architect Wesley A. Arnold's heuse built for his family
(1888-130 S. Kenilwerth) takes the contemporary enthusiasm for
variagated surfaces and textures and extends its inte an unusual
participatien eof building materials ~--sandstone, brick and slate.
Alse of seme interest is Cicere Hines' H.H. Morgan house (1887, 229
S. Wesley). Other significant essays in textured Victerian surfaces,
of unknown date and architect, include houses at 329 South Maple, 121
Seuth Wesley, 113 South Elmwood, and 407 Nerth Harvey.(photo #7)

The Districet includes =several fine examples of Nermand S.
Patten's and Henry G. Fiddelke's Queen Anne heuses. Steep gables,
bread overhanging eaves, pretruding corner bays mark Patten &
Fisher's R. S. Thain Heuse (1892, 210 Heme Street); the firm alse
designed the Townsend Heuse (1891, 315 Seuth East). The masses and
textures of the R. S. Thain house alse appear in the frame house by
an unknown architect for C. R. Blanchard (1894, 235 Seuth Grove) and
in a similar heuse at 234 South Greve. L. A. Weage, a real estate
dealer, built heuses adjacent te the Blancherd House which are alse
of some interest (1889, 237 Seuth Grove and 1894, 231 South Greve).
(phote #10) The range. of Henry G. Fiddelke's Queen Anne expressien is
captured in two heuses fer Jehn I. James (1887, 209 Seuth Greve)
(photo #8) and (1897, 138 Clinten). (phete #9) The former, with
half-timber and picturesque juxtapesitien eof forms and masses
contrasts sharply with the quieter, more regular and integrated, ferm
of the latter.

Henry G. Fiddelke's design of the Jennie A. June Rowhouses
(1895,313~ 319 Seuth Maple), an attached row of four brick and stone
private residences, represents boeth an uncharacteristic form for the
Distriet and a useful summary of a leading stylistie feature of the
area's Victerian homes. June's attached row of houses represents
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something of a reminder and fragment of the urban landscape quite out
of keeping with the Qak Park ideal of individual detached hoemes eon
individual heuse-lots. The attached house was generally the course
noet taken in a suburban Village committed to the exclusion of
reminders of city 1life, including the sale of alcohol. Fiddelke's
design carefully distinguished the treatment of each house from the
one adjacent te it. A pitched gable of one unit coentrasted sharply
with the bulging tower of the next, brick centrasted with stone,
light colored material contrasted with dark, Picturesque
individuality of forms and families reigned supreme. Other rowhouse
developments for S.A. Rethermel designed by Van Keuren (1891, 100-110
South Home) and for E. F. Burton designed by Willet & Pashley (1892,
200-208 South Heme), (phote #21), beth 1incorporating Remanesque
ornament, revealed the same striving for individual distinction. As .
Oak Park continued to grow in the early twentieth century architects
and builders develeoped quieter, simpler, meore symmetrical, more
formal houses in the places of the earlier pieturesque forms; a
concern with a community of forms and families arese in the place of
the earlier assertiens of the individual family unit.

Simplicity and Repese in the Meodern Heme.

George W. Maher's John Farsen house (1897-99, 217 Home), {phote
#13), censtructed in the nineteenth-century, anticipated and
suggested the reerientation of the Distriet's demestiec architectural
style whieh came in the first twe decades of the twentieth-century.
The Farson Heuse is the District's largest, most costly, residence.
It occupies substantial greunds made pessible by Farsen's purchase
and removal of eight adjacent heuses. The flat walls o¢f Reman brick,
the ecrisp geometry of the windows, bordered in stene, the simple
rectangular openings eof the porch, the 1low reef, the symmetry,
formality, and classical atmesphere of repese in the main facade was
antithetical te the neighberhood's Queen Anne exuberance. The
Distriet's subsequent detached residences, beth grand and medest,
increasingly embodied the simple elements of quiet repose found in
Maher's design. Projecting bays, dermers, ceoerner turret towers,
perches, were compressed, restrained, or eliminated 1leaving a
stripped dewn, rectangular, bex-shaped "minimal,"™ house.
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Myriad aesthetie, secial, and cultural develepments impinged
upen the shift in residential architecture which the Histerie
District so significantly and dramatically illustrates. The classical
simplicity of the 1893 Werld's Columbian Expesitien and its
suggestien of wunity and harmony in a chaetic urban world proved
attractive te boeth the publie and established architects. The
economic depression of the 1890s engendered criticism of the excesses
of sham histerical ernament, fostered a desire to medernize and
simplify home decoratien., Tenement heuse crusades and housing reform
generally led architects te seek medels of simple, inexpensive, .
homes. A nascent public health mevement and germ theories of disease
raised fears that the cezy neoks and bays and uneven surfaces and
masses of Victerian heuses might actually give harber teo dirt, dust,
and dangerous germs. The Arts and Crafts movement fostered an
aesthetic of sparseness. New househeld technolegy and attempts te
reform women's wérk 1led to a new emphasis en cemfert, cenvenience,
and simplicity--again favering 1less cemplicated, smaller, quieter
houses and farms. As home technolegy medernized, a preference for
precise machine aesthetics proved mere popular than the handierafts
of the housewife. The modern moevement alse eclipsed the suppesed
handicraft work of the Victoerian builders, perch spindles, fishscale
shingles, and individually crafted hemes, Many of these influences
ccalesced most dramatically in the new werks eof the emerging Prairie
Scheol architects, whese werks are evident threugheut the District, '

Houses designed by Eben E. Reberts' nicely capture the new meed
of simplicity, symmetry, and fermality after 1900. Reberts' design is
best evidenced in heuses for Isaac N. Cenrad (1902, 321 S. Clinten),
(photo #22), Frank W. Hall (1904-5, 412 S, Clinten) and C. M. Lynch
(1907, 265 S. Home). They all include symmetrical facades, bread
porches, rews of cennected casement windows on the secend fleer and
sharp, geometrical lines.

The Hall House includes stucce around the secend floer, above a
wood-frame first floer. Although Wright intreduced the stucce heuse
te Oak Park, Reberts' larger practice and growing cemmitment teo
stucco helped to popularize the material. Stucce's smeeth surfaces
nicely reflected the clean, simple, uncluttered aesthetic of the
emerging domestic ideal and architecture. The stucce was laid ever
beth wood 1lathe and firepreceof tile. In July, 1911, the Cement Era
recegnized Roberts' "particular study ef" stucco cement and his
"determination eof working out an architectural design especially
adopted to it." In the same month, the jeurnal Reck Preducts declared
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"Mr. Roberts . . . was the first architect in Chicago te give cement
its proper recognition in residence architecture. The contractors and
builders accoerd him this distinetien and he has dene much and is
doing much for the industry." The Historic Distriet has many stucco
houses designed by Reberts. The Arthur J. Lloyd House (ec. 1910, 324
South Euclid), (photo #14), with its dramatic curved gable and dormer
aboeve a more formal base 1is one of Roberts' most notable stucce

house.

In 1907, when A. D. Orvis built all twelve heuses en the east
side of South Ridgeland Avenue, including several stucco residences,
he had Roberts design the house at 224 Seuth Ridgeland {(phote #24);
Roberts prebably designed the ether houses on the bleck. Each of the
houses have a semewhat distinet character but blend together well
suggesting an harmenieus cemmunity ef hemes when contrasted teo a
block of 1insistently individual Queen Anne houses. The introeductien
of medern stucce residential architecture and its striking centinuity
from one house te the next gave the District's streetscapes a new
unity. In 1914, the builder, W. E. Palmer, coenstructed five adjacent
detached stucce house at 202-214 Pleasant Street., Varying enly the
attiec dermer permitted the houses teo blend together without the
striking distinctions eof the Victorian bloeck. After 19500, the
atmesphere of suburban sanctuary and retreat from the city, apparent
in the individual Victerian home, expanded inte the street. In 1916,
diseussing R. G. Hanceck's building eof entire blecks ef uniferm
California bungalows, both 1inside and outside of the Histeric
Distriet (1914, east side of 300 bleck on North Tayler) the Qak
Leaves reperted, "The general style of the building lends an air ef
refinement and exclusiveness not pessible where the types of building
vary greatly and ne defined building restrictiens are fellewed."(3)

Frederick A. Hill, a centracter and builder, put up hundreds of
heuses 1in Austin, and aleng Humphrey Avenue and ether streets in the
eastern ,sectien ef the Histeric District, using plans by Scheck, Van
Keuren and other architects. Hill alse turned his attention te a
unified streetscape. He planted hundreds ef trees aleng the parkways
where he developed preperty and in 1914 be attempted to develep large
entranceways, with menumental wurns filled with plants, at the
intersections of Washington Beulevard and Harlem and Austin Avenues.
He also prepesed smaller flewer-filled wurns at each intersection
along Washington Beulevard. Although there i3 no evidence of these
plans today, the attention to images of definitien, unity, and
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community are evident in the rows of frame and stuccoe residences on
North Tayler, Seuth Tayler, Seuth Lembard, and Seuth Harvey, built
between 1900 and 1920 (photo #15). Here builders popularized the
lessons and forms of Maher, Reberts and other Prairie School
architects.,

The District alse includes several mere radical ventures inte
stucco design with greater emphasis on abstractly geometrical forms
and sparse surfaces than were embodied in Roberts' more widespread.
and popular work. Amoeng these houses are Charles E. White's design
for C.W. Austin (1905, 420 Clinten), and Jehn S. Van Bergen's designs
for G. R. Hemingway (1913, 106 Seuth Grove), W. H. Griffith (1914,
418 S. Harvey) (phote #16), and Q. H. Ceek (1914, 204 S. Cuyler).
Other stucce resldences of some merit, designed by unknown
architects, include these for William Tayler (ec. 1907, 661
Washingten), John Hula (1908, 417 S. Greve), E. J. Merit, (1911, #415
Washington), and the heuse located at U419 W.- Randelph.

"The Impending Calamity:™ Apartment and the Suburb

With growing alarm after 1900, Oak Park residents viewed the
modern apartment bullding as a threat te their unified streetscape,
to their ideal ef "a cemmunity of homes,” te the continuity of
community histery, and te their preperty values. Few, 1if any,
building issues, stylistic or etherwise, stirred the amount of debate
and contreversy as did the questien ef the proper place of apartment
buildings within the Village of Cak Park. Ireny pervaded the debate
because the trends toward the reform ef heusework, the reform eof
housing, the mere efficient design of domestic space, the
incorporation of medern 1labeor-saving technelegy in the heme, the
aesthetics of sparseness, and related issues which contributed to the
style, plan and ferm of the modern detached residence alse fostered
the turn toward apartment 1living. The medern apartment offered
comfort and cenvenience without the responsibility and cest of
homeownership. 0Oak Park's close proximity te Chicage made it a
desirable place for the denser ceoncentratien of pepulatioen afforded
by the apartment buildings. The Histeric District's significance in
the area of community planning centers upen its fairly successful
resoclution of the social and design issues raised by the apartment
building in the suburb.
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In April, 1905, Oak Leaves, the local newspaper, presented an
editorial entitled "The Impending Calamity"™ which aptly and pointedly
expressed the widespread resistance te the apartment building; it
declared, ™"Oak Park 1s threatened with an invasion--a foreign
invasion--of flats. The advance guard of the enemy is already upon us
and the great host of its army is encamped at our very borders. Its
encroachments, insidieus and insinuating theugh they be, are none the
less effective and, in a few years, will preve none the less fatal to
those ideals that have hitherto distinguished our village as a
residence suburb and a 'community of homes.' Oak Park has steed thus
far for that distinective type of individual and community life that
has its dependence upen bread expanse of open space, upén grass and
trees and sunlight and fresh air. When it ceases te stand fer that,
it ceases to be Oak Park." (4) A short time later, the same editerial
page again criticized the flat building. Usurping the open-spaces
devoted te lawns and trees areund detached residences, the Qak Leaves
suggested, M"the flat destreys all this and gives in its piace a lot .
of dry-goods -bex architecture lined up on the street witheut beauty
and forming a bar to the circulation of fresh air and the
accessibility ef sunshine, nature's two great health givens."(5)
While the secial and aesthetic sides of the apartment building
questien were perhaps uppermest in residents': minds, the legal.
defense of private property rights made the publie health questien
particularly impertant.

The furer ever apartment buildings 1led te calls for secial
restraint en the part ef land owners and fer erdinances and
regulatien en the part ef the Village Beard. In fact, the Beard's
earliest building ordinance adepted in 1902 started a leng precess of
contrelling apartment building censtructien. The 1902 erdinance
required that apartment buildings if three or more families be
constructed ef brick, stene, iron or other incombustible material.
The ordinance required fire escapes and 1limited the area the
buildings could cever te 85% of cerner lets and to 75% of other lets;
it alse limited apartment building heights te one-half the width of
the broadest adjacent street (thus generally limiting heights from 33
feet to 40 feet). Minimum dimensions fer 1light ceurts, reems,
windows, and minimum numbers ef sinks and teoilets were alse
established. The Village Beard, in making what the QOak Leaves
considered T"stringent restrictions against the cheap constructien or
apartment buildings,"” took what many censidered a step toward
"securing the beauty of the Village for the future." (6) In 1904,
hoping to attract the '"better class of heme builders," Beoard
President Allen S. Ray urged the Board to "go to the extreme limit of
its powers in regulating (apartments). . . and in providing that they
shall be unobjectionable to the inhabitants of the Village."(7)
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The small, twe-flat, apartment building proved to be one of the
best means making apartments "unobjectionable"™ to Oak Park residents.
E. E. Roberts received special credit from contemporary writers for
developing a two-flat bullding which blended harmenieusly with
single-family residences. In 1911, Village Beard President August
Einfeldt peinted with faver te the 15 stucco two~-flats constructed in
Oak Park in 1911, like Roberts' designs for the twe-flats at 211, 213
and 241 S. Elmwood, (phete #25), he lauded the apartments as "an
improvement rather than a dlsecredit to our Village, and much more
preferable than plain brick flats."”(8) In 1910, peinting to the
strigency of the building erdinance the Oak Leaves reported that
ordinance had enceuraged the censtructien of two-flats; it noted with
some sSatisfaction that they had "the exterier appearance of an
ordinary dwelling, and (were) proving a very desirable thing as a .
place of residence,as an ornament te the community, and as an
investment. " (9) These stucce twoe-flats succeeded in disgulsing
their multi-family character by fellowing the same basic site-plan
and building outline as the single-family house and ebscuring eor
tucking-away the second entry.

The building erdinance did net cempletely ban larger apartment
buildings; however, the general air eof resistance .te flats did affect
their design. In 1905, discussing the "Impending Calamity" the Oak
Leaves expressed the hepe that the apartment building centreversy and
regulatien weuld either put an end to thelr develepment or lead to
"such a modification ef the flat idea as te bring it inte harmeny
with ., . .0ak Park ideals;"™ accerding te the newspaper E. E. Reberts'
design for Luther Cenant's "Quadrangle" apartments (1905, 108-110
Seuth East) (phote #317) represented one such building "in harmeny"
with those ideals.(70) Roberts whe advertised himself as an architect
of "Homelike Hemes™ and "hemey dwellings" led the way in extending
"homey" images to the Oak Park apartment building. In the
"Quadrangle" development, Roeberts placed three separate bulldings
with six apartments each, areund a well-kept 1lawn and circular
driveway. The building observed the building line established by
private residences on the bleck. Reberts excluded light ceurts and
air shafts entirely--every reem had an outside windew. The
half-timbered gable, the open porches for each apartment, the bread
lawn, shared more cemmon features with suburban private residences
than with the flat-roofed "dry goods boxes" of the typical urban flat
buildings. The Oak Leaves applauded the design as a "high-water mark
of apartment house constructioen.” (11)
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Although the apartment buildings built between 1905 and 1920 in
the Distriet rarely achieved the site and architectural character of
the "Quadrangle,” this bullding included what turned out te be many
recurring elements and themes. Mest impertantly, obvious efferts were
made to harmoenize the features and concerns eof contemporary domestie
architecture with apartment buiding design. The 1Interchange was
spurred by the centroversy and regulations concerning the apartment
in 0Qak Park. Te varying degrees, the apartment designs left an
unaccustemed amount of lawn aroeund the building, exceeding the 15% te
25% required by ordinance. In 1916, the building ordinance was
amended te require that apartment buildings observe the building eof
adjacent buildings on the bleck; hewever, some apartments had already
ebserved this requirement--for example, H. H. Richards' design fer
the Biggs Brothers Apartment (1910-15, 201-207 S. Lembard) and the
"Glen Ellyn" (1912, 127-33 S. Harvey). The "Oakdale Apartments,"
(1906-07, 136 S. Harvey) did net ebserve the lot-line and did net
evidence . particularly .imaginative design; yet, its narrew width in
relation te the lot eliminated the need for ceurts and air-shafts and
left an ample 100 foot-wide backyard. A 1907 advertisement fer the
"Oakdale™ declared that it was designed on the premise that "the
dweller in an apartment is entitled te the same conveniences and te
as good light as the man whe lives in a house.™ (12)

Aside frem c¢onsiderations of siting the apartment buildings
continued to incerperate "hemey" architectural features. The cencern
of the homeewner fer sunlight and air worked itself out in elaberate
schemes for perches and sun reems. The frent bays of perches or sun
roems also tended toe break up the building facade inte a less
impesing series of related units., The pitched terra cotta reef, half
timber, casement windew, art glass, geometrical ornament, and a
mixture eof materials-~-brick, stucce, and stone--linked the buildings
to single~family heuse designs, E. E. Reberts' "Wiscensin" apartments
(1906, 309-315 Seuth Wiscensin) and the apartments ef unknewn
architeet, at 801-809 Washingten and 255-257 Seuth Maple bear ebvieus
features of Prairie Scheol design. The "LuViela"™ (1914, 15, 815-821
Washingten) built by Lewis H. Webb 1s a design of extraerdinary
quality. The green tile entry paviliens are supperted on brackets
whiech eche Greene and Greene's Califernia designs. The contrast of
stone and brick establish fine, abstractly geometrical, pattern in
the walls, while the art glass windows suggest the interier richness
of beam ceiling mahegany buffets, and tile bathrooms. Frederick R.
Sehock's design fer E. A. Cummings apartments (1912, 135-141 N,
Ridgeland) (phote #28) dramatically juxtapesed red brick and the
geometrical ornament characteristies of the Prairie Scheel, executed
or white terra cotta. In keeping with moedern effort at harmeoenious
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community design, Schock's apartments echoed the elements of the
adjacent stere and apartment building which he alse designed for E.
A. Cummings (1911, U400-04 Lake). Other notable apartment designs
include twoe buildings by architect William B. Pruyn, Jr., the "Oak
Ridge" (1916, 949 Lake) and the "Lorain," (1915, 38-44 Washingten
Street) (photo #29). The Johnsen Brothers firm of builders
constructed some of the fine apartment buidings in the District,
ineluding twe large court-yard buildings--"Midway Park" apartments
(1915, H4LO North Austin) (phete #19) and "Ridgecourt," (1915, 302-12
Washington). "Homey" apartment buildings 1like "Seven Elms," with
half-timber, stuccoe, tile reof, and landscaped courtyards (1915,
815-821 Lake Street) (photoe #31) could harmoniously settle inte the
narchitectural center of Oak Park," around the Sceville Institute, an
area which it had earlier been thought weuld be spoiled if apartments
were constructed.(13)

Between about 1900 and World War I, public ecritieism, Village
ordinances, and architects' innovatiens festered many apartment
buildings of seme merit whieh appeared sensitive teo "Oak Park
ideals.” Village ordinances only addressed the character of
individual buildings and net - their lecatioen or pattern within the
Village. Seme Oak Park builders with large enough land and building
operations actively addressed these issues. Thomas H. Hulbert , who
in 1904, began te build heuses on Clinton and Kenilwerth Avenues,
south ef Madisen, preudly advertised "The Hulbert Houses, Oak Park,
Residences Only--Ne Flats Allowed."™ Hulbert backed his promise with
"jrenclad® deed restrictions barring all single-family residences
until in his subdivision until 1945, (14) Smaller developers could
not offer the same guarantee in ether parts ef the
Village--particularly in older areas where relecating home-owners had
little interest in making their heuse-sale difficult with

restrictiens covering enly single 1lots. For all of the apartment
building's virtues and fine designs, heme-owners still werried about
the apartment buildings!' potential te tip the balance and character
in their own neighberheed.
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Zoning, Order and Community Design.

After World War I, =zening appeared to coencerned Oak Park
home-owners as a new and powerful means to preserve neighberheod
character in the "community of homes." The basis and emphasis eof the
apartment-building controversy shifted from single-building designs
to community planning and patterns. A 1921 QOak Leaves editerial
reflected the transitioen; praising the modern apartment building as
an impertant medern inventien and "achievement"™ the newspaper
reported, "The objection is net te the apartment house itself but to
its 1location,"(15) In 1919, the QOak Leaves proposed that Oak Park
residents turn their ability, evidenced during the War, for werking .
"harmoniously and efficiently fer the government" inte a crusade for
zoning--"No plan for the future welfare of any community can more
directly contribute to the happiness of 1its citizens than ..a
comprehensive, fair and impartial zening plan." (16) The 1919 call
for zoning coincided with a majer Oak Park Housing~Living Expesitien
which aimed te revive the housing industry and te promote an "Own
Your Own Heme" campaign. New homeowners and buyers needed seome
guarantee that their new homes would not be overwhelmed by apartments
on adjacent lets. ' o

In July 1919, ¢the Village Beard appeinted a Zoning Cemmission
headed by architect Charles E. White, Jr. The Zening Ordinance was
slowed somewhat by legal hurdles in the State Legislature. When Oak
Park was enabled to enact Zening in 1921, enly 27 ether American
communities had zening laws. The eordinance emboedied and extended
earlier regulations cencerning building height, percentage-of-lot
coverage, and dimensiens ef light-courts. The erdinance added
restrictiens en the numbers of families per acre, and mest
importantly, divided the entire Village into separate districts fer:
(1) single-family residence, (2) multi-family residence, (3)
commercial buildings, and (#) industrial buildings. Zening, thus,
finally provided an orderly and predictable pattern, er framework,
upon which the community, apartment buildings included, would develop
in the future.

In terms eof the Historic District, which had been almest
completely filled with buildings by 1920, the zening ordinance
protected and preserved bread areas eof late~nineteenth and
early-twentieth century single-family residence from being demelished
or intruded wupen by a more intensive secend generatien of apartment
buildings. The zoned districts and a continuing demand for apartment
accommodations in the 1920s populatien boom alse 1led to the
intensively develeped apartment strips which bound and centain the
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Distriet along Maple and Wisconsin Avenues, Washington Boulevard,
(phote #18) and Austin Avenue (phote #19). During the 1920s apartment
buildings develeped aleng these streets; assured of their importance
and position they eschewed some of the "homey" aspects of earlier
buildings. Charles E. White, Jr., Chairman of the Zening Commissien,
designed several buildings whieh stand in curieus relation te his
earlier moedern design: 24-32 Washingten {1921) and 124-130 Washingten
(1923). In structures like these designed by R. France (1925, 237-51.
Washingten) and Henry J. Appelbach (1929, 415-U27 Seuth Taylor), -
whieh each housed 49 families, the apartment building teok on a more
pondercus form, clothed in historical ornament and references. -

In 1913, the Chicage City (Club spensored an architectural
competition for - the residential design of a large tract of urban.
land. The cempetiteors were asked te grapple with the problem of
merging single-family and multi-family residences with civie,
religious, and commercial buildings. The design preblem appeared
central to residential develepment in beth city and suburb. The Oak
Park ~ zening ordinance and its subsequent guidance of the community
emerged in 1921 as one particularly successful and practical selutien
to the problem- of suburban . develepment raised in the City Club
competition. Its success can be gauged 1in part by the balanced
centrast between the bustling echaracter of the apartment-lined
periphery ef this Historic District and the quiet suburban atmoesphere
of the interior streets lined with detached residences en bread lawns
and parkways. The " unusual community planning and preservation
represented in the District complement the architecture of individual
structures in establishing the area's histerical significance.

Related Districts

Both 1locally and nationally, there are few parallels te this
District's juxtapesitien of Vietorian and Prairie Scheel styles of
architecture. The architecture and community planning eof the Distriet
is most relevant to regienal and state levels of significance. The
established histeric district which mest closely approximates this
Distriet is Chicage's Kenwood-Hyde Park histeric district. Both
districts possess a similar diversity of residential, eivie,
religious and commercial structures. The Histeric District lacks the
many substantial mansiens of Kenweod; hewever, this faect is
compensated feor by the District's close preoximity to the Frank Lloyd
Wright/Prairie Schoeol of Architecture Histerie Distriet which
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contains many larger homes. The Hyde Park section alse lacks the
generous lawns and parkways of Oak Park and, in many areas, because
of less-regulated- twentieth-century development, it has assumed a
more urban character. In terms of the architectural significance of
individual single-family hemes, the Wright/Prairie Scheol District
complements, and exceeds, the structures of the present distriet;
however, both in terms of the significance of its civie, religious
and cemmercial architecture and the significance of its cemmunity
planning, the Ridgeland-0Oak Park Distriet possesses netable,
significant structures and qualities lacking in the earlier Wright
District. - .
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229,230,231,233, 23u :

236,239,243, 245,300, 3ou 305,306,307,310,
314,317,318,321,322, _326 328 329 332, 333 431-35,
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South East Avenue

100, 112,115,121,122-13,125, 126,131,133,
138,142,200,201, 20H

208,209,212, 213 216,217,221,222,224,225,
228,229,232,233,236, 237,240,241-45,
2””,2u5,301,302’321‘323, 327,328,329,332,”01—07.

South Elmwood

110,112,116,118,121,122,123,126,129,130,
131,134,135,139, 144,200,
201,204, 205,210,215,217,218,222,223, 224,
225.230,231,233,234,235,
237.238,242,300,301,307,308,310,311,313,
317,318,321,322,325,326.

South Euclid

110,114,115,117,119,120,123,124,127,129,130,131,
136,140,202,209,
210,213,217,220,221,224,225,227,228,229,230,232,
233,237,240,301,

240,301, 304,305,309,314,314,316,317,321,325, 328,
329,331,334, 416, 426-36.

South Grove

103,106,109-11,110,113,114,115,116,117,121, 123,
124 129,130,132, 133,
134,137,138,206,211,212,213,215,218,219,222,223,
226,227,230,231,238,

239,240, 300, 305,308,312,315,316,317,320, 321,323,
324,325,328,332,331-41,
334.336-38,400-10,412,413,416,420,421,424 425,

428,430, 431 433- 35 434

North Harvey

125,129,131,135,138,142,146,147,150,151, 154,155
158 159 162 163 165

166 170 173 174 178 179 201,202,203,204,207,208,

212,216,220,224,228,

232,300,301,305,306,308,309,311,312,316,317,320,
321,323,32” 327,328, 331 332 333 400 401,
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South Harvey

100-12,101-13,114,115,116,119,120, 121,122,126, 130,
135,137, 14044 141, X

143,201,202, 204,205,208,209,212,215,216,217,220, 221,
224,225,226,228,
229,235,301,307,312,314,315,316,317,318,319, 324,
325,328,329,332,333, 335,336,337,339,343,346-8,
500~08,403-05,411=15, 414 ,417-21,422 U24, 0425 U26,428,431.

Home Avenue

117-25,118,126,212,220,224,226,232,234,240, 244,247,
248,250-52,259,
301,305,306,308,309,312,315,316,317,320,321, 325,326,
327,330,332,400, 408,

North Humphrey

123-29,130-42,133,137,139, 143, 146-54,147,148-56,151,
155,158,159,163, 164,167,170,171,174,175,176-8,
177,201-3,205,207,209, 317,321,325,329, 333.

South Humphrey

101-11,102,106,110,115,117,119,120,121, 125, 126,128,132,
133,136,137,

140, 141,200,201,204,205,208,209,212,213,216,217,220,221,
224,225,300,
301,302,306,307,310,311,314,315,318,319,323, 324,326,327,
330,331,334,
335,401-05,417,418,419,420,421,423,426,427,428-30,429,
323,437,

North Kenilworth

101,105, 109,111,115,117,119.
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South Kenilworth

106-08,110,114,115,117,118,121,122,126, 134-36,200-02,
201-11,206,210,

213,214, 215,218,219, 221,252,223, 226,227,229,230,232,
233,234,237,238,

239,242,243, 247,249 ,300-02,304-06,308,310,312,314,
318,324,328, 332,334 336-40,400-14,401-07.

Lake Street

38-44,146,50,51,54,56,112-14,116,120,224,226-30, 250,
252,256,259 266,
310,316,318,320,322,324,410,721,717,844,921,931.

North Lombard

124,126,128,131,133,134,135,138,139, 140, 143, 144,146,
147,149,150,151,
154,155,158,161,162,163,166,170,174,175,178,179, 200,
205,209,210,211,

212,214,217, 220,221,222 ,225,226,227,228,232,233, 300,
304,305,308,309,

311,312,316,317,319,320,322,324, 325,328,329, 332.

Seuth Lombard

114,115,117,118,120,124,125,127,128,129,130, 133,134

135 145 200

206~ 10 209 211 214,215,216,217,220,221,224,225,229, 230,
231, 300
302,304,310,311,312,315,316,319,322,323, 326,327,329,
329,330, 331 33u 335 337 339 3”0 ”6 41” “16 ”18

South Maple

111-15,112-22, 115, 124-16,125,127,200,217,219,221,223,
225 226,227,  228.229,231,230-38,235,239-41,240- 6,243,245,
252.56,301,312,316,
320,321,324228,325.,330,333,334-40,400-10,401,414.
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South Marion

100-14,101-07,109-11,113,115,116,117,121-23,124,203,
216,219,224, 240,246,248-52,260,264,

North Boulevard

261,812.

North Cak Park

100-114,101, 105,113,

South Oak Park

100-04,100,101,103,105,125,126~34,127,129,133,
135-47,138-40, 141, 155,159-73,
175-89,212,215,217,221,223,227,229, 231,232,235,236-08,
300,304,305-15,306,308,312-14,316,317-19,320, 321,
322,325,326,329-31,
332,333,334,338,342,400-14,413,417,419-23,429.

Ontarie: 253.
Pleasant

120,122,126,128,412,619,810-12,915-19,916,947,
949,1014,1018,1028,
932-54,951,1000-12,1020-24,1033-39, 1041-45,1110,
1119,1136-48.

Randelph

120,201,205,209,211,215,217,219,221,225,229,412,
717,916,1020, 1024,1032,1034,

North Ridgeland 128,130,132,134,136,140,146,150.

South Ridgeland

111-17,114,115,116,117,119,120,121,122,123,125,
126,127,129, 130,
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131,134 ,142.201,204,205,207,208,212,215,216,217,
220,221,225,228,

229,233,236, 237,240,241, 244,245,300, 304,307,308,
311,312,315,316, 318,319,320-22,321,325,328,329,331,332.

South Scoville

104-10,105,107,109,114,118,122,125,126,127,129,
131,132,133,134, ,
135,137,138, 141, 142,201,205,209,215,216,217,220,
221,224,225,226,

229,230,233, 234,235,238,239,240,241,244,300,303,
306,309,311,312, 315,316,320,322,323,325,326,327-29,
00-12.

South Boulevard

13-21, 41-49,119,121-27,215,223-29,239-49, 307, 309,
311,331,333,
409,417-19,425-7,453,463-5,515,615,617,647,707,719-23,
733-1/2, 725,907,947,

North Taylor

118-26,119,123,125,127,131, 134,135, 138,139, 142,143,
146,147,150,

151,154,155, 158,159,162,163,164,165,167,170, 174,175,
178,200,205,
206.210,212,214,216,217,218,221,224,225,226,228,229,
232,233,300,

304,305, 306,308,309,311,312,314,315,316,317,319,320,
322,323,324, 327,328,329,330,331,332.

South Taylor

102,104,105,106,107-09,111,112,11%,115,117,118,119,120,
123,124
126:127:130,131,13“,135,136,137,1u0,1u1,142,1u5,200,2o1,
204,208,
209,210,211,214,215,216,217,220,221,222,225,226,227,230,
231,300
301,303:30“,306,307,309,310,313.31“,315,316,319,320,321,
323,324,
326.328.329,330,337,333-5,414,415-25,416,418,420,422-28,
429,430, 431,434,435,436,437.
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Washington Boulevard

12: 27‘29137"39141145:’46:”7"}491”8:51 152t5335}4v57,58!59t
60-62,61,

* 64,101-03,102-04,105-7,106,110,111,114,115,116,117-19,
120,121-27,
201-11,206,208,210,211-15,214,218-22,221-29,222,228-30,
238-50,252, )
253,256,258,260,261-67,316,400,412,416,417,419,420,435-5,
424-6,439,

440, 443,451,455 ,458-66,501-29,516,520,524,528-30,530,
601-12,615-27,

622,626 ,637-9,6404,640B,643,6444,644B,647,6484,648B,651,
655,711-13,
715-17,801-09,814-24,832-58,901-11,934-42,935-43,1036-46,
1103-07, 1113,1116,1118-30,1138.

Wesley

101,102,103, 104,105,107, 108,110,112,115,118,121,122, 124,
125,128,129,

131,135, 136,141,201,209,210,213,214,217,218,220,221, 224,
225,228,231,

234, 235,240,241, 244,301,305,306,309,310,311,314,319,321,
322,323,326, 330-32,333,337,400-06,405-07,412.

Wisconsin

301, 302,305,308,312-14,313-15,317,318-20,320,321-23, 332,
33713381 3}41-”7'}407)413,417'25-




T 3 - o
1 IR A s a R L R
|- H 11N VTR A I o E .
Ll e
L |
i_ Vi ”.‘ i E I ,
T J.ﬂ‘

rﬁaéma@wa

@ESUE

(LI
NI FRBITH
IR O B !

it : ,H_h, i 3_ _ e ..,4 - 1 | [ R =]
H LU Ll T st il ) : a ? Il
T R ..:__A_ ™Y k3 bl MO T %__ﬁﬁaﬁmﬁ
nnin bl Pl g RS B Y )R - =T 7 s N
Ll RIS iR i AU I Ll ili I S - o i
(W Ae IRl EL I T e e i . T 21 1M N0 | ,H
L A TN ! H SIS T E

w%% i

%E%E
__ _:_‘,u E@% a%y




NPS Form 10-800-a OMB No. 1024-0018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

SENT TO D.cC.

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET | )] - LCx
Section 1,2,3 Page 1

Ridgeland-Oak Park Historic District, Cook County (Amendment)

Amendment-Revision of contributing and Honcontributing properties within the existing boundaries and period of
significance of the original nomination form for the Ridgeland-Qak Park Historic District which was listed on December 8,

1983.

1. Name of Property

historic name Ridgeland-Oak Park Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Roughly bounded by Austin Boulevard, Harlem and

Chicago Avenues and Lake and Madison Streets Not for publication
city or town Oak Park vicinity
state  Illinois code IL county Cook code 031 zip code 60301
3. State/Federal Agency Certification o
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this Z
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National

Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the
property eets es not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant ___

nationally  statewide locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

A’)L{{h‘/[v}'w /(H’f@ | o o

Signature of certifying official Date

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See
continuation sheet for additional comments.) '

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau ‘ American Indian Tribe




NPS Form 10-900-a
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

PR A
NATIONAL REGISTER O HISTORIC PLACES

CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 4,5 Page 2

OMB No. 1024-0018

Ridgeland-Oak Park Historic District, Cook County (Amendment)

4. National Park Service Certification

1, hereby certify that this property is:

_____entered in the National Register
____See continuation sheet.
____ determined eligible for the
National Register
___See continuation sheet,
determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain):

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)
_X_ private
_X_public-local
____public-State
____public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)
___ building(s)
_ X district
__ site
_____structure
____ object




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 5, 11 Page 3
Ridgeland-Oak Park Historic District, Cook County {Amendment)

Number of Resources within Property (corrected count)
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count—originally 1653 buildings)

Contributing Noncontributing

1558 _147__buildings
0 _ 0 sites
0 _ 0 structures
0 __0_ objects
1558 147_ Total

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Doug Kaarre, Urban Planner

organization Village of Oak Park date  Jume 21, 2002
street & number 123 Madison Street telephone 708-358-5417
city or town Oak Park state Illinois zip code 60302-4272

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being coliected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing
or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended {16 U.5.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions,
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief,
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork
Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20303,
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United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 7 Page 4
Ridgeland-Oak Park Historic District, Cook County (Amendment)

Contributing Properties

Austin Boulevard — North

14 130 206-214 230 328-330/114 S. Humphrey 462
16-24 134 216 302-304 336-346 470-492
112 142 220 308 432-438 500-528
116-122 146 224 316 440-448

124-126 148-50 226 324-326 450-460

Clinton Avenue _

100 126 221 240 300 325 421

102 134 224 241 301 329 422

108 138 225 244 304 335 425

110 200-208 227 245 305 345 426

112 210 228 247 308 404 428

115 211 230 248 309 408 431

117 215 231-233 250 312 412 433

120 216 234 251 317 417

123-131 220-222 237 254 321 420

Cuyler Avenue — North

130-134 162 205 304-306 324 406 426

140 163 209 305 325 409 428

143 165 213 307 326 410 432

144 168 217 310 328 411 434

147 169 221 311 329 412

150 171-177 225 315 332 415

151 172 229 316 333 418

153 174 233 317 400 419

156 178 300-302 318 401 420

159 201 303 321 404 423
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 7 Page 5 :
Ridgeland-Oak Park Historic District, Cook County (Amendment)

Cuyler Avenue — South

114 128 145 214 228 300 322
115 131 200 215 229 304 325
118 132 201 . 216 230 305 326
119 134 202 217 231 306 328
120 135 205 219 233 307 329
122 136 206 220 234 310 332
123 139 207 222 236 314 333
125 140 208 223 239 _ 317 337-345
126 142-144 211 224 243 318 402-406
127 143 212 225 245 321

East Avenue — South

108-110 127 200 216 232 302 327
112-114 130 201 217 233 306 328
115 131 204 221 236 308 329
116-118 133 205 222 237 314 332

121 138 208 224 240 315 338
122-124 141 209 225 241-245 318 401-405
125 142 212 228 244 321

126 145 213 229 301 : 323

Eimwood Avenue — South

110 126 143 213-215 230 242 - 314
112 129 144 214 231 300 317
113 130 200 217 233 301 318
116 131 201 218 234 307 321

118 134 204 222 235 308 322

121 135 205 223 237 310 325
122 138 209-211 224 238 311 326
123 139 210 225 241 - 313 337

Erie Court
1
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CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 7 | Page 6
Ridgeland-Oak Park Historic District, Cook County {Amendment)

Euclid Avenue — South

110 126 209 225 240 317 405
114 127 210 227 301 321 415
115 130 213 228 304 324 416
117 131 214 229 307 (formerly 305) 325 426-436
119 136 217 230 309 328

120 140 220 232 314 329

123 201 221 233 315 330

124 202 224 237 316 331

Grove Avenue — South :

102 123 200 223 304 324 417

103 124 206 226 305 325 420

106 129 209 230 308 328 421
108-111 130 211 231 309 332 424

110 132 212 234 312 331-341 425

113 133 213 235 315 334 428

114 134 215 237 316 336-338 430

115 137 216 238 317 408-410 431

116 138 218 239 320 412 433-435
117 139 219 240 321 413 434

121 140 222 303 323 416

Harlem Avenue — North
201-205 301

Harvey Avenue — North

125 147 165 202 232 316 332
129 150 166 203 300 317 333
131 151 167 204 301 320 400
135 154 170 207 305 321 401
138 155 173 208 306 323 407
139 158 174 212 308 324
142 159 178 216 309 327
143 162 179 220 311 328

146 163 201 224 312 331
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Section 7 . Page 7
Ridgeland-Oak Park Historic District, Cook County {(Amendment)

Harvey Avenue — South

100-112 130 208 226 : 317 336 422
101-111 134-140 209 228 318 337 424
114 135 212 229 319 338 426
115 137 215 235 324 343 428
116 141 216 301 325 346-348

120 143 217 - 307 328 347-357

121 201 220 312 329 403-405

122 202 221 314 332 411415

126 204 224 | 315 333 414

127-133 205 225 316 335 418

Home Avenue :

100-110 212 234 . 248 - 305 316 327
112-114 217 237 250-252 306 317 330
118 220 240 251 308 320 332
119-121 224 241 259 309 321 400
122-130 226 244 265 312 325 404
210 232 247 304 315 326 408

Humphrey Avenue — North
114/328-330 N. Austin

123-129 138 151 163 171 177 333
130-142 , 143 155 164-166 174 209

133 146-154 158 167 175 325

137 147 159 170 176-178 329

Humphrey Avenue - South

103-111 126 204 225 311 331 423
102 128 205 228 314 334 426
106 131 208 229 315 335 427
110 132 209 300 318 341-343 428-430
114/328-330 N. Austin

115 133 212 301 319 407-409 429
117 136 213 302 323 417 432
119 137 217 303 324 418

120 141 220 306 326 419

121 200 221 307 327 420

125 201 224 310 330 421
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Section 7 Page 8
Ridgeland-Oak Park Historic District, Cook County (Amendment})

Kenilworth Avenue — North

101 109 115 119 124

105 111 117 121

Kenilworth Avenue — South

106-108 126 210 223 235-237 308 334

110 130 + 213 226 238 310 336-340

114 134 214 227 239 312 403-405

115 138 215 229 242 314 414416
- 117 142 218 230 243 318

118 200-204 219 232 247-249 324

121 201-211 221 233 300-302 328

122 206 - 222 234 304-306 332

Lake Street

38-44 56 252 . 400404 733 901

46 116 256 410 805-809 921-923

48 120 266 715 813-825 931

50 246 310 719 (formerly 721) 855 949

54 250 316-324 723-731 875

Lombard Avenue — North

124 143 161 204 222 308 325

126 144 162 205 225 309 328

128 146 163 209 226 311 329/205 Superior

131 147 166 210 227 312 332

133 149 170 211 228 316

134 150 174 212 232 317

135 151 175 214 233 320

138 154 178 217 300 321

139 155 179 220 304 322

140 158 200 221 305 324
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Section 7 Page §
Ridgeland-Oak Park Historic District, Cook County (Amendment)

Lombard Avenue ~ Scuth

114 130 214 230 315 330 416
117 133 215 231 316 331 418

118 134 216 300 319 334 422

120 135 217 301 322 335

124 200 220 302 323 337

125 201-207 221 304 326 339

127 206-210 224 310 327 340-346

128 209 225 311 328 402-408

129 211 229 312 329 414

Maple Avenue — South

109 125 238-241 255-257 320 333 401
111-115 200-224 240-246 312-314 324-328 336-344 414
112-126 230-238 245 313-319 325 343 (formerly 337)
121 235-237 254-256 316 329 400-408

Marion Street — South

101-107 121-125 203 224 240 264

108-111 200-212 216 227 260

North Boulevard

806-812

Qak Park Avenue — North

100-114 101-107 108-111 113 115 116-136 129-151
Oak Park Avenue — South

104-106 159-171 221 236-238 312-314 326 413
101-103 177-189 223 237 316 329 417
125-133 188 227 300 317 332 421-423
126-134 208 229 304 320 333

137-147 212 231 305-315 321 334

138-140 215 232 306 322 338

148-155 217 235 308 325 408-420

Ontaric Street
3-11 253 260 312
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Pleasant Street

6-12 128 210 424 915-919 1018 1034 1136-48
118-127 202 214 619 916 1020-24 1041-45

120 205-211 220-226 810 932-954 1028 1100-12

122 206 258 845-853 1000-12 1032 1119-25

126 208 412 905-911 1014 1033-39 1123

Randolph Street _

5-11 215 225 619 1018-20 1036-38

205 217 229 647 1024-30 1116-28

209 . 219 412 803-805 1032 1139

211 221 419 916 1034 1140-44

Ridgeland Avenue — North
128-136 135-141 140-142 146 147-149 150

Ridgeland Avenue — South

105-111 123 200 217 236 308 325

114 125 201 220 237 311 328-330
115 126 204 221 240 312 329

116 127 205 224 241 315 331

117 129 207 225 244 316 332

118 130 208 228 245 318

120 131 212 229 300 319

121 134 215 232 304 320-326

122 142 216 233 307 321

Scoville Avenue - South

104-110 126 138 215 230 300 322

105 127 141 216 233 303 323

108 129 142 217 234 306 325
111-113 131 201 220 235 309 326

112 132 204 221 238 311 327-329
114 133 205 224 239 312

118 134 208 225 240 315

122 135 209 226 241 316

125 137 212 229 - 244 320
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South Boulevard

21 223-229 309 515 721-723 911 1107-13
37-49 237-249 311 617 733 915 '
113-117%2 305 401-407 647 801-809 947

119 307 417-419 725 811 1101

Superior Street
205/325 N. Lormbard

Taylor Avenue — North

118-126 @ 143 163 206 225 306 320
123 146 164 210 226 308 322
125 147 165 212 228 309 323
127 150 167 213 229 31 324
131 151 170 214 232 312 327
134 154 174 216 233 314 328
135 155 175 217 300 315 329
138 158 178 218 301 316 330
139 159 4 200 221 304 317 331
142 162 205 224 305 319 332
Taylor Avenue — South

104 123 142 217 304 323 416
105 124 145 220 306 324 418
106 126 200 221 307 326 - 420
107-109 127 201 222 309 328 422-428
111 130 204 225 310 329 427-429
112 131 208 226 313 330 430
114 134 209 227 314 331 431
115 135 210 230 315 333-335 434
117 136 211 231 316 339-341 435
118 137 214 300 319 409-411 436
119 140 215 301 320 414 437

120 141 216 303 321 415-425
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Washington Boulevard

1 53 114 221-229  409-411 505 661 1138-50
4 54 115 228-230 412 516 711-713

12 57 116 237-247 415 520 715-717

21 58 117-119 238-250 416 524 801-809

24-32 59 120 252 417 530 814-824

37-39 60-62 121-127 253 419 601-613  815-821

38-44 61 124-130 256 420 615-623  842-858

41 64 201-211 258 423-425 618-622 901-911

45 101-103 202 260 424-426  625-627  934-942

46 102-104 206 261-267 443 626 1036-48

47-49 105-107 208 302-312 447 639 1113

48 106 210 316 451 643 1116

51 110 213-219 322-330 455 647 1118-30

52 111 214 400 458-466 655 1119-29

Wesley Avenue

101 112 129 214 229 301 319

102 115 131 217 231 305 320

103 118 136 218 234 306 321

104 121 200 220 235 309 322

105 122 201 221 236 310 323

107 124 209 224 240 311 326

108 125 210 225 241 314 330-332
110 128 213 228 244 315 400-406
Wisconsin Avenue

300 305 309-315 329 337 344-346

301 308 320 332 338 413

302 312-314 321-323 333 341 417-425
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Noncontributing Properties

Austin Boulevard

34 138 320
38 312 468
Clinton Avenue

118 432

315 437

Cuvler Avenue — North
131-133

Cuyler Avenue — South

301

East Avenue — South

134 333

Elmwood Avenue — South
109 405-409

400-404

Euclid Avenue — South
101-113 332-334

300 338

Grove Avenue — South

120 227 401
Harvey Avenue — North

228

Harvey Avenue — South

119 421

311 425

313 431
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Home Avenue

200 300 301
Humphrey Avenue — North
162

Humphrey Avenue — South
140 435 (formerly 437)
216

Kenilworth Avenue — South
100 135

125 409

Lake Street

114 300 701
244 328 835
259 330-332

260 675

Lombard Avenue — North
165

Maple Avenue — South

201 226 250 337
217-219 228 300
221-223 229-231 321
225-227 243 330

Marion Street — South
113-115 248

246 255

Oak Park Avenue — South
105 214-216 240
150 220-222 245

209 224 429
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Pleasant Avenue ‘
5 900-902 943 945 947 951 1116-18 1120-22

Randolph Street
1025 1033-35 1037

Ridgeland Avenue - South

301

Scoville Avenue — South

107 400-412

South Boulevard

102 321 433-451 615 711

131 323-329 519-527 651 715-717
259 331 601 653-655 935
301-303 411 605 661

315 425-427 609 701

Taylor Avenue — North

119 179

Washington Boulevard

222 444 652 800
257 454-456 658-660 916
264-266 500-512 710 950
428 640-648 720 1103-07
Wesley Avenue

135 144 337

141 300

143 333

Wisconsin Avenue
317 327 407
324 328
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