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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK G
XEXCELLINT DETLRICRATED — UNALTERED J_ORIGINAL SITE,
--GOOD —-RUiNS Y ALTERED MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXFOSED

DESCRIZE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KHOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

T

The Danvilliec Puhlic Librarvy LLLﬁa.M( ig v swrall scale toilding
Jesigned in PDeaws: Lrts Styvle.  Tho main (went) foesde connists of n
central entry DwV‘]th with fJ‘n1JLb vings, tooped witn o bLelloest
hip roof. The degign is symetricel with the main entrance directly
on the center line. The double door entry is [larked by a set of paired
celuens.  The ceutral pavilion boasis o parapet wall sipuleiing & bal--
ustreie with Testooned panels topped wiith decorstive uras divectl
tbove the columms. )

s

The one story building
central wmavilion is stone lzi
with wide horicontel jeints. repaated in the gucins
on the winge. The wings are _'h the cxcert;OL ol the stone
gucins, windecw lintels znd freely interpreted entarlature.

‘nation of brick and stone.
rt vertical Joints and

o
E231

The interiocr is distirgushed by the twin curvirg ster'
1z2ad from the main entrance to the hasewent, the decoratic
interior supporting columns, the archweys boetween rcoms, th
and Leautiful firepliacez, and the plastcr work which decore
well edge where verticel and horigzontsl surtaces nmest (zs 2
archivays &pd atop tae column),.

I 1929 the rear of the building was exte

\z ended for sddiiticonsl
livrary spece. This addition was desigred to biend with the criginal
structure and qoes not interfer with the significorce of the original
design.

Excepl for minor repalrs, the building is in excellent condition.
b 3



PERIDD ‘ AREAS OF SIGRIFICARNCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BULOW

~-PREMISTOGRIC —AFRCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC L COMMURITY FLANNMING e RAMDECAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELGION
—1400-1448 LARCHEQLOGY-HISTORE ~-CONSERVATION 1AW - SCIENCE
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16001638 _ARCHITECTURE X EDUCATION AUHLETARY HSGLIAL/HUMAMTARIAN
- 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINCERING . {VIN —THEATER
13001899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTL EMENT e PHILOSDOHY LTRANSGPOETATION
___:,.':;00_ __COMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY _POUHICE SOVERNMINT - OTHER {SPeCiFY;
_ANVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES ‘ BUILDER/ARCHITEDT

'\"‘1 '1 1 T
R i

190%
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Carnegie donated the moncy for uha constru
1007 gtructure. He did this for meny :
build in Lig name are noted for their
of design. i £

=

Tis sirnificrnce in Americen hi
philanthrepist are well-known and this rullding connects
work with that of Danville In & singular vuy.

*

The library is an excellenl exanple of Besux Arts Classicizm on
g snell scale, This building is ¢nz of {ew re;;esenxltive exa
of architectur s from this time pericd in Denville. The cor
Cevalopment. particulearly tefore the turn of the cenbury, was

to rreciude sny major fungs being zlceceted to architectural or cultural
5! Lop Thet is why the librery has such value ip this location
that it might nov likewise have in esrother. 7he Jen of

Bl

eat significance in the comwnity be has O AT
ibrary for 73 years cut of the 95 years thet Dauville hes haa & nublic

1
library.

’J"Q
H

The Danville Tublic Library is significont as 2 good, reprocenta-
7} s Ty 5 1

tive example of early 20th century librery architecture. This Library
is tprbdl of the scale Teeling of cother Carnsgie Jitraries in smaller

commiunities throuchout thoe state
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NATIONAL STATE ___ Local X

te Hirtnie Preservation Officer for the National Hiztoiic Preservation Act of 1866 {Public Law 89-665). 1

As the dosignated Sta
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certily that it has been evaluated according to the
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DANVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDING
ADDITICNAL SIGNIFICANCE

The firm of Patton and Miller, among those firms and individuals who participated

in the genesis of an American architecture in Chicago, is particularly identified

with library design. Patton and Miller are known to have designed at least 80 libraries,
17 of them in Illinois, alone, with the remainder scattered in 156 states from Chio to
Wyoming and Colorado. The Carnegie Library at Danville, a relatively early work -- the
partnership lasted from 1901 until 1912 -- is nonetheless a fully mature and excellent
example of the firm's command of Beaux Arts Classicism, of major significance in
appreciating both the development of the design of small libraries in America and FPatton
and Miller's specific contribution to that development.

Drafted by Robert Wagner, staff of DOC & arhitectural field surveyor for Danville.
Incorporated w, motion to nominate by IHSAC, 3/17/78



