. -
-srm Mo. 10-200 (fley. 10-74)

-

e SUNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

; NATIONAL PARK SERVICE FORNPSUSEONLY e i i i
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [V 0
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM L L N,

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW 70O COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

EGNAME

HISTORIC

o COMMO
AND/OR COMMON 0ld Stone Arch Bridge

PALOCATION

STRECT & NUMBER
Near US Route 40

__NOTFOR PUBLICATION

CIvY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Clark Center X vicnTy oF 22 vd
STATE CODE COUNTY COUE -
I1linois 17 Clark 0213
e
fk¥ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT X _puBLIC —OCCUPIED —AGRICULTUHE _MUSEUM
—_BUILDING(S) _ PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL _FARK
¥ _STRUCTURE BOTH _WORK iN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL __FRIVATE RESIHIRCE
—-SHE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT  __RELIGIOUS
—GBJELT _IMPROCESS ZNYES: RESTRICTED _ GOVERNMENT __SCIENTITIC
--BEING CONSIDERED —_YES: UNRESTRICTED —_INDUSTRIAL X_TRANSFURTATION
—NO —_MILITARY - OTHER:

Not beine used prosonilsy

P OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME
7. S. Government

STAEET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE
Washington VICINITY OF D.C.

LOCATION OF LEGAL BESCRIPTION -

COLRTHOUSE,
FEGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.

Department of Interior

STREET & NUMBER
Bureau of Land Management

CITY, TOWN STATE
Washington n.C, -
Eﬁ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAIL

DEFQSITORY FOR
SURYEY RECORDS

CiTY, TOWH STATE




NS +

7 DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED XX UNALTERED X _ORIGINALSITE
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CESCRI!BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE

Stone arch bridge constructed of limestone with a span of 17.8 feet, a height of 8.9
feet and a length of 81% feet. Stones were placed without bond and have a smooth
exterior face and are gray in color. The bridge also has four wingwalls.

It appears to be in its original condition with little or no maintenance since its
construction. There would be very little work needed to restore this arch to nearx
its original condition. Nothing is more striking than this stone arch bridge which
was built to carry the roadbed over the waterway. It is doubtful if there are any
better monumental relics of the old stone bridge - builders art on this continent.,

The stone for this arch was quarried in Indiana, floated down the Wabash River on a
raft and then hauled to the job site by ox carts. The stones were cut to fit and
placed together without bond. Keys were cut into the stones to prevent slippage.
fhere are no weaknesses or stress points noticeable in any part of the arch. The
length of time it took to comstruct the Arch Bridge is unknown.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

It is significant due to its longevity and continuous use. It is also an excellent
example of competent engineering and the reliability of masonry arch comstruction.
Constructed as part of the "0ld National Road" by the Army Engineers between 1828
and 1837. Was in continuous use from completion of construction until the road was
relocated in 1933, '

The road under which the stone arch was built was designated as the "Cumberland Road"
when money was appropriated by Congress in 1802 to build a read from Cumberland,
Maryland through the capitals of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri.
Later it became generally known as the '"National Road" presumably because it was the
most important road project undertaken by the National Goveranment to that date. Also,

" it was the longest straight road built by any government. It was the most widely kunowm
and heavily traveled road in the States. Passengers and new settlers traveled West in
long lines of stagecoaches and prairie schooners. Freight wagons carried manufactured
products to the West and returned laden with flour, whiskey, tobacco and wool. The
"National Road' was one of the primary mail routes, providing mail service between
Washington, D. C. and St. Louis. This road contributed greatly to the development of
Illinois. The Corps of Army Engineers supervised and constructed the road, hiring local
farmers and their equipment, such as ox-drawn plows, cultivators, horse drawn sccups,
wagons and other useable tools. In 1918 money was appropriated by the electorate of
Illinois (Bond Issue) for providing a hard surface for this road across Illinoils, and
it became a part of U. S. Route 40,

The construction of the '"0ld National Road" across Clark County, Illinois, commenced
around 1830 and the Stone Arch, East of Clark Center was probably constructed around
this date. The actual time of construction and who built it is unkoncwn. The stone

arch represents one of the few vestiges of the original construction remsining today.
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During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for
references for a particilar site. When filling out the Survey form, please
list zccording to the following example, published references to the site for
which forms are being completed. If a bibliography can be compiled, it will
greatly deduct from the Survey's task.
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Professor Donald Tingley believes that there may ve abutments for similar
bridges both east and west of Marshall. However, at the time of the Ciark County
survey, Paul Behner showed me a location west of town where he knew a stone arch
bridge to have been located (Wabash Twp., sec. 29, south 1/2-section).

o N

391 o W.‘.‘oE

e

g4 lg ezt Roube 40 by :

N "Wmu rod_sepurated feom Route 40 by o ravine ans
”m P_‘_“_":____ " brash. Swn’cuhrg v this roacdl ﬂu brulae is t

The bridge shown in the map above was 1nacée%31ble at the time of the survey and was
surveyed, Therefore, I can say with certainty that there is only one bridge, that

is the one in Marshall Twp., sect. 1, which is the subject of the photograpn attached
to this form. The exact date of this known bridge is uncertain., Paul Behner, who

was trying to get a Stateée Historical Society marker placed by the bridge, was
unsuccessful becasuse Russell Burke, who.was responsible for such markers at the

time, could ve shown no documentary proof of tue bridge's age. Behner was claiming
the bridge was the original ome. A master's paper on the National Road in

Clark County is on deposit at Eastern Illinoils University and may be helpful in
answering some of these questions. .
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STONE ARCH BRIDGE

MARSHALL, ILLINCIS
Stone Arch Bridge one-fourth mile west of Marshall, Illincis on the
014 Cumberland Road--now old U. S, L0O--built by Army Engineers more
than a century ago. |
The following is taken from the Safety Bulletin of

State of Illincis
Henry Horner, Govermor:
Department of Public Works and Buildings
Division of Highways
Distriet No. 5, Paris, Illinois

Volume 3--Number 3--Pasge 3--Bottom paragraph to top of page L.
"Construction was started in Clark County, Illincis in 1827, This
picture is one of the &tone Arch Bridges built by the Army Engineers
between 1827 and 1837. The stones were cut to fit, and were put to-
gether withcut bond. Keys were cut into the stomes wherever there
might be a possibility of their slipping, DNothing is more striking
than these ponderous stone bridges which were built to carry the the
road bed over the water way. It is doubtful if there are any better
monumental relics of the old stone bridge-builders art on this con-
tinent."
The stones for the one in Clark County are said to have been brought

from Indiana by boat on the Wabash River and then overland by ox-cart

to the bridge site.

Submitted by The Clark Ccunty Historical Bociety
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