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Located on the west side of Chicago (1500 west and 100 south)
the Ieaac Camp/Hampton Story rowhouces are two itdentical three-
and-one-half story buildings whieh include a raiged basement.
The vertiecal proportions, rounded windows, Llow pitched reoof
and broad overhanging eaves reflect Ttalianate taste.

The main rectangular bloek ie¢ twenty-five feet aercss the front
by forty feet along the sides. Fach house has an eighteen foot
tong, two story rear wing. They are each four bays wide, without
cpeninge on the sides of the main block, and have four chimneys
per house.

The houses are built of brick with smooth Joliet limestone
Jfacing and trim and a party wall between them. Tle double-hung
vindows with keystone and hoodmoulding are grouped into a pair
above the off-center entrance, and placed individually on the
three-sided bay. The firet floor windows are taller than on
the other floors. The entrance doorway has an arched opening
with glass paneled double doors.and fanlight. A single balcony
18 located below the pair of second story windews. Another
balcony is located off No. 1528's middle window of the first
floor bay; the balecony at No. 1526 has been removed. The

eaves of the elightly pitched roof are heavily ornamented in
wood with seroll brackets and cornice with a paneled friezse.

The interiors with side hall plan and rear wing are two rooms
deep and have formal entrances. Typical decorative features
in the houses are: elliptical openinge; wooden cornices and
bageboards; fireplaces with round arched openings, decorated
“eollenettes and spandrels, and cartouches; and extemsive
ceiling mouldings. oo T I

The houses 'have been little altered during their existence.

On the exterior a balecony at No. 1526 was removed, the first
story bay windows have been shortened. Double-hung windows

in the rear of both houses at the firet and second story levels
have been shortened and narrowed.

On the interior some decorative features have been removed and
valls were adde¢i to accomodate seven apartments.

Also on the No. 1528 property is a 47' x 25' carriage house
at the rear of its lot; the second story has been removed.
The No. 1526 carriage house hag been demolished leocving a
110" yard.

Restoration of No. 1528 ig in process.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Isaac Camp/Hampton Story Eowhouses are stgntftcant archttecturally

and historically."

These rowhouses are a standard type found in areas of Chicago developed

during the early 1870's.

exhibit vigorous Italianate elements of this period.

Built of brick with limestone facing,
Phese once

they

familiar Italianate proportions, round-headed windows, ornamented
rooflines and decorative interiore whiech characterize this architectural

type are now rare.

They are present,

the Isaac Camp/Hampton Story Rowhouses.

however, in large part,

throughout

Their individual uniqueness is extended to the larger arvea as one of
the few remnants of the early development of the imporiant Union Park

area of Chicago.

of Chicago when the city was incorporated in 1837.

The Union Park arec was located within the boundries
Prior to ite

residential growth, thie cection of the city was the site of several
small. farms and one of Chicago'’s earliest stockyards, Myrick's.

In 1864, Samuel J. Walker, a real estate speculator, developed Ashland
Boulevard (Reuben Street) between Monroe and Harrison Streets by
widening the street, planting trees and building six large houses

on different corners.

The desirability of the neighborhood was enhanced

by its proximity to Union Park on the north which was a popular attraction

with its lagoon, bandehell and landscaped grounds.

In 1866 Carter

H. Harrison, who was to serve two terms in Congress and then five terms
as Mayor of Chicago, purchased the home at the southwest corner of
Ashland and Jackson (two blocks from the Isaac Camp/Hampton Story

Rowhouses).

At this same time Matthew Laflin, George Laflin and Allen Loomis
began developing elegant houses eaet of Ashland Avenue to accomodate

the "eaptains of industry and kings of finance’.

These homes were

comparable to those built on Prairie Avenuc or Pine Street and
the Allen & William

accomodated the Thomas & William Chalmers, .
the LeGrande FPerces, the Henry Honores, and the Leopold

Pinkertons,
Schlesingers.

(eontinued)
Iptd Chicago Houses, John Drury, Bonanza Books, New York,

1841
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In the 1880's the neighborhood began to change. Many of these

onee fashionable homes were converted from single family residences
to flats of often sixz or more units. Factories replaced some homes,
others eimply collapsed from fire and neglect. By the mid-twentieth
century rooming houses and nursing homee were the typical use for
the old houses which survived. In the 1960's came riots, fire and
"urban removal”. Almost all the stgnificant architecture of the
pre-1900 era in the Union Park neighkorhood was lost; ithe Isaac
Camp/Hampton Story Rowhouses remain

The Isaac Camp/Hampton Story Rowhouses were purchased from Laflin
and Loomis in_October, 1870, by Isaac & Flora Camp and Hampton &
Marion Story.* Isaac Camp had formed a pianoc and corgan business
with Hampton L. Story in 1868 under the name of Story & Camp which
continued until 1884 at which time Estey Organ Company purchased
Mr. Story's interest in the business and the firm became Estey &
Camp. At the time of Story's withdrawal their capital exceeded
half a million dollars and the business is cited in Prominent Men
of the Great West as "one of the most substantial in the city of
Chicago”.« .

Ipittie Search: Chicago Title & Trust Co., 111 W. Washington, Chicago,

Book 223, Pages 163 & 172

24 Biographical History with Portraits of Prominent Men of the Great
West, Manhattan Publishing Company, Chicago, Illinoie, 1884
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Drury, John, 0ld Chicago Houses, Bonanza Books, New York, 1841

Land, John, Chicago: The Future Metropolis of the New World,

Mayer, Harold M. & Wade, Richard C., Chicago: Growth of a Metropolis,
University of Chicago Press, 1568

The Biographical Dictionary & Portrait Gallery of Representative
Men of Chicago, Minnesota (ities & the World's Columbian Exposi-
tion, American Biographtical Publishing Company, Chicago & New
York, 1882, Volume Z, Pagee 685/68¢8

A Biographical Hiastory with Portraits of Prominent Men of the
Great West, Manhattan Publishing Company, Chicago, Illinoie, 1824

Chicago Soeiety Directory, Ensign, MeClure & Co., Chicagb, 18?6

Reversed Directory of the Elite bf Chicago, R.A, Pilerce & Co.,
Chicago, Illinois 1881-1810

Jackeon Boulevard District, Commission on Chicago Historical &
Architectural Landmarkes : '

7itle Search: Recorder of Deeds, Tract Department, Cook County
Building, Chicago, Boak 470, Pagee 412-415 1874-1978

pitle Search: Chicage Title & Trust Co., 111 W. Washington, Chicago
1863-1879, Book 223, Pages 163 & 172, Boak 843, Pages 288 & 287




ERTRIES IN TUHE RATIONAL REGISTEFR

STATE ILLINOIS

‘Date Entered MAY 8 380

Name Location
Building at 14-16 Pearson Street : Chicago

Cook County

Drake Hotel ' _ Chicago
Cook County

Ludington Building Chicago
Cook County

Story-Camp Rovhouses : Chicago
Cook County

Hayward~Hill House : Hillsboro
' Montgomery County

Also Notified

Honorable Charles H. Perry .
Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson
Honorable Cardiss Collins
Honorahle Daniel B. Crane

" For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-06401. q




