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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Galena Hotel has four floors plus a basement and is constructed
of locally-fired brick except for the first floor in the rear which is of
native limestone. The north-facing building measures seventy-seven by
forty feet and has seven bays across the front with the main entrance in
the center bay. The lintels and dripstones on the first and second floor
windows are of limestone and squared. The windows in the third floor are
double-hung 2/2 except for the rear and the dormers in the fourth floor.

The fourth floor is under the roof and is illuminated by four gable
dormers in the front.and rear. The windows are arched and double-hung,
but they are smaller than the others, with a single pane of glass in each
sash. The dormers have been covered with aluminum siding. Other feature:
of the roof are a skylight (which is original), asphalt shingles, and one
brick chimney. The roof projects over the front and rear walls by about
three feet. :

The building has apparently been painted several times, but most of
this paint has chipped off revealing the light red brick beneath. At the
northeast corner on the ground floor there is evidence that some sort of
structure was attached and removed in recent years. Although greatly fade
one can still decipher the words Hotel Grand painted between the windows
of the first and second f£loors. This was the name of the hotel from 1907
to 1962. _ . ' _ o ey

Except for the top floor the interior has been altered to the degre
that the original floor. plan is. nqQt.recognizable. At one time there was :
ballroom and a dining room but their locations are now uncertain. The to]
floor, however, is exactly the way it appeared when the hotel was-built
except for the floor coverings and an occasional coat of paint.

The exterior of the building has hardly been changed at all. An ear.
photo dating from around 1870 reveals the presence of pairs of cornice
brackets for each bay and small wood verandas in the center bay on the
second and third floors. Evidence of these features is still clear on th
face of the building. The photo also indicates seven chimneys on the roo:
instead of the present single one. This number of chimneys was required
as a Franklin stove heated each room individually. It also appears that
the original windows had sashes of 6/6 instead of the current 2/2.

An 1872 atlas of Kane. County .contains -an engraving of the hotel that
shows verandas extending the entire length of the bullding. Remaining
evidence and the 1870 photo proves that these verandas existed only in th
eye of the engraver. '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1857 the Fox River House was built on Galena Street between River
and Lake Streets. An early directory of the city names the proprietors
as A.N. and G.W. (M?) Pierce. 1In 1860 the hotel burned down and the
lot remained vacant until E.D. Huntoon purchased it to rebuild the hotel
along the side of the once-important state road.

Huntoon operated the place until he sold out to George Dowling and/
or W.L. Dunn in 1871. A new owner changed the name to the Northwestern
Hotel in 1888. The next record of a transfer of ownership was noted in
1907 when Mrs. Mary Jones became the proprietor. She in turn sold it to
a Mr. Wward in 1912 who, apparently, initiated extensive remodeling of the
interior in 1943 and changed the name to the New Grand Hotel. Mrs. Jones
had named the place Grand Hotel. 1In 1961 the Koummoutseas' purchased
the building and gave it its present name, ‘thé' Galena Hotel. Mrs. Bessie
Koummoutseas, now widowed, is the sole owner.

Aurora had become a prihcipal milling and manufacturing town in the
Fox River vValley when the hotel was erected originally. It lay on one of
the principal roads in the northern part of the state, the Chicago-Galena
State Road which had been in use since the early 1830"s.

After Huntoon rebuilt the hotel in 1862 it soon became widely known
as the best and most popular place for parties, balls, marriages, and oth
social and political events. Although no evidence or memory of the hey-
day of the establishment remains, the hotel served as "a great social
center" for over a generation.

Time, wear and tear, and competition from newer hotels have long
since taken away the building's usefulness as a social center. The
building retains, however, a certain dignity and still commands the
attention of passerby from several streets in the neighborhood.

The Galena Hotel is the oldest ‘remadinitig' hotel in the' city of
Aurora and the vicinity. One early resident claimed it was "the first
hotel in Aurora to amount to anything". It is near the center of the
oldest part of the city and shares a block with several other old commerc
structures, principally a tavern and a hardware store, which, taken to-

gether, could constitute a historic district if adjustments could be made
in the appearance of the other buildings.
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During the course of the Survey we often find it ﬁecessary to search for

references for a particular site.
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