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cartvheels 'hold open' the *shields'-over the side windows. The only trim

Hoskell Flayhouse is a single room, only 14 x 16 feet. Twin bays to
north and south of the symetrical structure, and projecting entrance under
raised porch balanced by enclosed rear prajection~-side porch, make thias
architectural gem appear much larger than it actually is. Constructed
on & stone foundation, the urderlying bhalloon frame construction (the

Stick Style) is suggested by the horizontal and vertical boards dividing wallls

into panels. Vertical trim boards are attached to studding, and clapboeords
fill the orizontnl resulting spaces. Diagonal t*sticking' is repeated in the
lewer pnnels beneath the window level encircling the structure base. This
theme is echoed by the open work design on the porch railing, and decorfe
tive double-cross lattice adds another diagonAl desipn note filling the
porch-to~ground cpaces. Uooden shingles appenr at the eave lines on the
clightly curved enifaces then are replaced by fish senle shingles to the
reints vhere eurved bay roofs join gables. Above these points overnnnlicd
c’mings announce the rem~inders of the smooth fbles which ~re pierced by
tioy gothie 'ventilator' windows. "he hip to bermslate roof is en crtremely
aeovy and complex feature; completely overwhelming the tiny square bozx,

it incredses its mass ond Jmportance greatly by extending outward te Fform
supported overhnngs. On the east it is pierced by a trianpular !'dormer!
originally contnining dirmond lights. ILarge brackets support the raisgaed
cnirince porch projection, its own hip roof mnking it appear wing~like.
Additionnl brackets support the curving hoods over the window bays and 1/8

removed hos besn the ¥ cortuheels where the porch uprights meet the roof.
Jcorative iron work, beautifully to scale, crowns the roof and, at right
angles on a lover plane, marches along the projected porch 'wing' roof to
& tiny whimsical spire.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

THE HASKELL PLAYHOUSE IS A UNIQUE ARCHITECTURAL GEM AND A YWORK OF ART. ‘

Built in 1885, the flemboyoant elements of the height of the Queen

e Anne peried of desirn have bron artisticnlly and liberndly npnliecd to a
- child'n pgordon playhotse, thuas creating as ruch a park scenlpture as any
nrutn furnitare open cpace art form. The fnet that few sonll acceszory

_3 stmctores from the post remnin omonp us adds to its importance. Although
Lucy H~rlell's playhounse would be more ot home in the garden of the Carszon ;

- ransion in Inreka California, nevertheless it was constructed in Alton

“ Illinoin nt the rear of 0ld Faskell Housce (c. 1868; rnzed 1914). It has

o been attributed to lucas Pfeiffenberger, well known Alton and St. Louils F

e architect, nlthough other structures he designed around this period such

. as the Watson monsion on Alby St., the Job-Drummond mansion on E. 12th

;‘ and the Rodprers mangion (now razed) show much more conservaticm in inter—
preting the Queen Anne Style. However, Pfeiffenperger may have falt, {

- that on this tiny structure in Dr. Haskell's garden, he could express

- himgelf oand the Queen Anne style totally in all the complexities and !

U varieties of cartwheels, brackets, and iron spires. 3

LJ Todoy, in the shrdow of the behemoth and severely institutional !

v looliing Hnaskell moncion of 1911 (now Haskell House; headyuarters of the

Alton Beard of Education) the playhouse ceems even more an oddity than
when it made ito 1885 appearance at the end of the girden dependencies of
the old Italianate Revival Hoskell monsion on the N.E. Corner of 12th and

Henry. .

THE HASKELL PLAYHOUSE VISUALLY AROUSES THE CURIOSITY OF ITS PURFOSE AND IN °
THE EXPTATATTION BRIZCS FORTH A DEAMATTC AND NOSTALGIC FXPLRIENCIIG OF
AROTHIR TP

"ihe birihdny of Mins Luer inekell wos celebrated with 2 party con
the lnn at the Haskell honsce on Henry St., the children enjoying pamcs
and toking turns riding the pony of their young hostess.! Few families
were more prominent thin the Haskells or more talked about. It has been
s0id rhout Lney's father, Dr. W. A, Hoskell, that his extensive medical
prioctice v largely due to his father who prececded him and the prestige
he enjoyed belngs married to the daughter of the wealthiest mon in the
cormunity." In any event, Dr. Haskell, by 1912, did spend a great deal of
time aboard his stean yacht 'Ouatoga' after an early retirement from his
medicnl practice. The cxcerpt from the July 30, 1885 newspaper article
recounting 5 year old Iucy J. Haskell's birthday party may also have been f
the occasion of the playhouse presentation to her by her grandfather -
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John E. Hayner, merchant princec-banker-financier and philanthropist. It
has been reported that Hayner commissioned the playhouse for his grandaughter
and that workmen donated their time to construct it in the Haskell's garden
on Henry St.. Since Pfeiffenberger had been the architect some 15 years he-
fore on the upper State St. Hayner chowplace mansion, (now razed) Hayner F
could have commissioned him for a playhouse for the daughter of his only
child. Dr. Haskell, a fourth generation physician, direct descendant of
Rev. Cotton Mather and an 1869 Horvard medical school pgraduate had married i
the heiress in 1877. Their first child John was born in 1878 and Lucy J.
in 1650, f

Four yenrs after her playhoune vas completed, at the age of 9 years,
ticy J. Horkell died of black diptheria. It is reported that her denth
rcenrred not long afier her father had treated the Haprood girl for the srme
diceose,  Although Florence Hayner Haskell gave birth to another daughter in
1%, she died at 8 months and John remained the only Haslell child; cad the |
only Hayner prandechild.  John Haskell married in 1912 shorthly after the
current Iingkell House was completed for his father but his emotionnal heslth
vAs aluays poor and finally he was institutionalized in Boston wherz he died, |
John Heyner had died in 1903 aad Dr. Haskell in 1916, bui Florence Hayner |
hnskell lived on until 19%2. After the logs of her father, het husband, and !
711 of her children, she had declded to keep the playhouse as a mumorial :
Ond it hod not been razed along with the old mansion in 1916. At hor death
the 6.4 acre Henry St. estate containing Lucy's Ployhouse and Haskell House ’
wis hequenthed to the city of Alton for a playground and facility for
chiildrens the playhouse to be retained in memory of Lucy J. Haskell.

llo. 6, cont. - Representation in Existing Surveys. !
Interim Report - Inventory of Architecture before W.W. II in Madison Co. F
Ccteber, 1973, X-State, The Alton Council, Ine., 413 Henry St., Alten
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