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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {(IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Charles Wenner house is a two-story, rectangular-plan, vernacular
stone dwelling in rural Jo Daviess County. It sits alone on a southern
slope of one of the many hills that surround Galena in Vinegar Hill
Township. Exterior alterations of this limestone structure include an
early lean-to addition, removal of the front door and of most window gla
bare due to deterioration, Though the house has deteriorated, no im-
provements have been made that would concesal or remove the building's
historical integrity.

The house faces south with its five front windows and heavy stone con-
struction collecting the sun's warmth, The twenty-inch thick walls are
constructed of coursed limestone quarried locally., Sawed-finish lime-
atone serves as sills and lintels, The wooden sash windows, originally
six-over-six lights, are arranged in three bays, symmetrically around th
front door. The two windows on the east and west sides are off-center t
make space for the centered flues of the two brick chimmeys that sit on
the gabled ends of the house. The lean-to addition, construction date u
known, was built on the north side out of the same stone, A brick wall
patch and new chimney on the esast wall of the addition were probably con
structed in 19,2 when a new wood-shingie roof was put on the house.
Electric wiring was also added to the house at that time. Plumbing was
never installed. Behind the house and up the hill are the foundations
of two barns that were built in the 1920's, Inside, the rooms were orig
nally arranged with two bedrooms upstairs and two down, The four walls
that divided these rooms and the plaster ceilings on both floors were
removed in 195l when the house was used as a corn crib. Most of the
simple, sguared woodwork is still intact, as is the narrow, enclosed
stairway and most of the plasterwork., The lean-to addition contalned
the kitchen and pantry. The back of this addition is actually below
grade at floor level, as the hillside slopes up behind the house. The

bagsement is entered from an interior stairway and also through a stair-
way hatech on the east facade. The foundation and the cellar floor are

stone, The total effect is solid and simple,

Due to thirty years of vacancy and use as a corn crib, the Wenner house

is in terrible disrepnair, However, though some of the original walls we
removed, no attempt was made to hide the scars of their original place-

ment. Though most of the doors and windows are out, their decaying re-

mains are still inside the house,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Galena is an important historic district in Illinois because it is virtus
unchanged evidence of a very early settlerent within the state, The leac
mines in the surrounding hills and the settlers that lived there are alsc
part of Galena's story. The Charles Wenner house represents a vernacular
type of dwelling constructed by those settlers who came to Galena to work
mines, It shows how a cormon man lived in the early days of Galena's

growth--a German immigrant who worked for a mining company, started a far
and a farm, and built a house that he lived in for the rest of his 1ife.

Architecturally, the house is similar to many earlier examples of houses

built by settlers in the easteéern stated: the syrmetrical arrangement of ¢
and windows on the front and the lean-to additicn on the back are typical
nacular forms, The thick stone walls, the end chimneys, and the rooms ar
ranged side by side with no stair hall reflect German origins. Locally,

eight notable houses in Galena share most of these characteristics with t
Wenner house., These are the Harrison House,1826; the Delaney House, 182€
the Paul House, 18L40; the Cogan House, 18l11; the Bond House, 1843; and tb
Holder House, 1853, The Wenner house resembles the earlier 1820's houses
most in its simplicity of form and extensive use of stone., The later hou
use wood framing and siding in conjunction with the stone, The Holder Hc
is the only other house in this group without a more or less elaborate pc
The unembellished plainness of the Wenner house without porch or wood cor
struction makes it stand out among its in~-town relatives,

The house's most significant value, however, is not as an example of an =
itectural type, but as a very particular vestige of a time not to be over
looked locally: the time when settlers came from as far awasy as Germany s
England to work the lead mines. On a map dated 1860 and titled "Diagram
the Lead-Eearing Crevices Near Galena, Illinois,"” just north of the place
where the Wemmer house sits, the "Schaber Lot'" is marked, Louis Schaber,

Charles Wenner's stepfather, gave his stepson the land on which he built
house. The entire Schaber clan had arrived in Galena from Wurtemburg, Ge
many in April, 183h. Louis, also "Ludwig" (born 1750), and his wife, Chr
tiana (1797) probably arrived at this time with her son, Charles Wenner

{1819), and other relatives, The couple were in Galena, in any case, whe
their son, Louis Jr., was born in 1838. During these early years, Schabe
was possibly leasing this Vinegar Hill property from the Federal Goverrme
As early as 1836, Galena residents were able to obtain title to the land
occupied by the right of preemption.but the govermnment did not sell the 1
1847, The 18L0 census lists two miners among the five men and two women

{continued p. 2)




| OMB No. 107 1-0018
;-PBS;)Form 10-900-a Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet ltem number 8 Page 2

the Schaber household, The 1850 census also lists two miners, but Schaber him
gelf is listed a2s a farmer, It should be noted that lead mining was considere
"off season" employment to some: a way to stay occupied between spring plantin
and fall harvest, More than likely, when Schaber bought his property in 1817
for %1.25 an acre from the govermment, he was involved in both occupations,. T
original Schaber homestead, like most miner!'s dwellings, was a log cabin, Char
Wenner was living in Rawlins Township just south of Vinegar Hill with his Engli
wife of three years, Anne, and their baby daughter at the time of the 1850 cen:
Ye worked as a teamster at the time for a mining company., In 1852, Louis Scha
gave his stepson half-ownershio of the Vinegar Hill property. In 185h, Wenner
built his house on the property and moved in with his wife and, now, two daugh
ters, Louis Schaber Jr. received the other half-ownership of the property upo
his return from the Civil War in 186)i. His father died a year later, and at t
time Wenner and Schaber divided the property to farm separately; Louls Jr. bu
a stone house to replace the family's origingl log cabin, This structure stil
exists today on the neightoring oroperty not far from the Wemnner house., Charl
Wenner lived in his house until three months before his death, when, in 1505, '
sold the house and the land to the Collier esnd Gibson Mining Company.
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by starting at the Southwest corner of said property and proceeding North alon
the property line (fence line) avproximately 320 feet and then turning due Eas
and proceeding a~proximately 210 feet,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The Charles Wenner house stands on the Yest |
of the Southwest quarter of the Southeast quarter of section thirty-th
(33} of township twenty-nine (29) North, renge one (1) nast of the Four

principle meridian, The position of the house may be found .continued
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IN REPLY REFER TO!:

The Director of the National Park Service is pleased to inform you that the following properties have
been entered in the National Register of Historic Places beginning August 19, 1984 and ending August
25, 1984, For further information call (202) 343-9552,

STATE, County,Vicinity, Property, Address,(Date Listed)

ILLIN OIS, Jo Daviess County, Galena vicinity, Wenner, Charles, House, Rocky Rd. (08/22/84)
ILLIN OIS, Kane County, Aurora, G.A.R. Memorial Building, 23 E. Downer PL (08/23/84)

LOUISIANA, East Baton Rouge Parish, Baton Rouge, Planter's Cabin, 7815 Highland Rd. (08/23/84)

MINNESOTA, Hennepin County, Minneapolis, University of Minnesota 0ld Campus Historie District,
University Ave. and 15th Ave. (08/23/84)

MINNESOTA, McLeod County, Glencoe, A merican House Hotel, 12th and Ford Sts. (08/23/84)
MINNESOTA, McLeod County, Glencoe, McLeod County Courthouse, 830 11th St. E. (08/23/84)
MINNESOTA, Ramsey County, St. Paul, Schorastein Grocery and Saloon, 707 E. Wilson Ave. and 223 N.
Bates Ave. (08/21/84)

MINNESOTA, Washington County, St. Croix River Access Site, (08/23/84)

MISSOURL Marion County, Hannibal vieinity, Hendren Farm, Off U.S. 61 (08/22/84)

MISSOURL St. Louis (Independent City), Blind Girls' Home, 5235 Page Blvd. (08/23/84)

MISSOURL St, Louis (Independent City), Louise Apartments, 3900 Lindell Blvd. and Vandeventer Ave.
(08/23/84)

MISS0 URY, St. Louis (Independent City), Robert, Johnson and Rand-International Shoe Company
Complex, Mississippi and Hickory Sts. (08/23/84)

MISS0 U RI, St. Louis County, Ferguson, Church Street Com mercial District, 2—100 Church St.
(08/23/84)

i

NEW YORK, Chemung County, Elmira, Elmira College 0ld Ca mpus, Roughly bounded by College and
W. Washington Aves., N. Main St., and Park PL (08/23/81)

NEW YORK, Jefferson County, Oxbow, Benton, Dr. Abner, House, Main St. (08/23/84)

NEW YORK, Onondaga County, Syracuse, Stickley, Gustav, House, 438 Columbus Ave. (08/23/84)
NEW YORK, Suffolk County, Montauk, Montauk Manor, Fairmont Ave. (08/23/84)

NEW YORK, Sullivan County, Rockland, Rockland Mill Complex, Palen PL (C8/23/84)

NORTH CAROLINA, Forsyth County, Winston-Sale m, Bland, Joseph Franklin, House, 1809 Virginia Rd.
(08/21/84)

OHIO, Cuyahoga County, Cleveland, Doan School, 1350 E. 105th St. (08/23/84)

O HIO, Franklin County, Bexley, Duncan, Robert P., House, 333 N, Parkview Ave. (08/23/84)

OHIO, Hamilton County, Finneytown, Smith-Jessop House, 1038 W. North Bend Rd. (08/23/84)

0 HIO, Hardin County, Kenton, Kenton Courthouse Square Historic Distriet, Roughly Main, Detroit,
Market, Columbus and Franklin Sts, (08/23/84)

O HIO, Jackson County, Petersburg vicinity, Johnson Road Covered Bridge, SW of Petersburg (08/23/84)
OHIO, Montgomery County, Dayton, Scuth Park Historic District, Roughly bounded by Park, Morton,
Hickory, and Wayne Ave. (08/23/84)




